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Communications for next month's issue must reach the Editor not later than the 15th of this month. 


THE BOYS’ CLUB MEMBER 


VAL BzrL (Battersea and Clapham Branch), who contributes the following article, is Principal of 
the L.C.C. Day Continuation School at Battersea. Anyone who has seen bim encouraging and drawing 
out the unemployed boys and girls who are his pupils, can see to what good account be is able to turn the 
experience, similar to theirs, of his own early days. 


TT was nearly forty years ago that a gang of boys, including the writer, tired 
of a game of street cricket, was planning a diversion in the form of 
* knocking down ginger " (a bombardment of front doors with stones). The 
appearance, however, of a tall, athletic young parson suddenly put an end to 
out deliberations and signs were made by the leader to “ up and run.” But the 
intruder blocked the exit to the court and stopped the rush by saying in a jovial 
voice, ** Come on, boys, what about picking up those bats! I guess I can bowl 
out all of you in twenty balls." The pride of the young Nunheadites could 
not turn down such an impudent challenge from a stranger and at once prepared 
for the fray. When the ten stalwarts were dismissed in fifteen balls the rumour 
went round that it was George Lohmann in disguise. "When he himself took 
a bat and began to knock the ball in any direction that he pleased, the gang simply 
gaped and was certain that the famous Surrey player had really come among them. 
This certainty, however, was short-lived, for he informed us that he was the new 
assistant at the Cheltenham College Mission and he invited us to call at his lodgings 
that same evening. Who could refuse such a hero? We went, and after a good 
nose round his room with its colle&ion of trophies, its rugger caps hanging on 
the corners of framed football and cricket groups, and its many books of 


adventure, we departed, knowing that we had found a new pal who was about 
to be our leader. 


Such was the incident that led to the formation of the first boys’ club at Nunhead 
under that extraordinary personality, Henry Chapple, who eventually left the 
distri to help Father Adderley found the Society of Divine Compassion at 
Plaistow. When he left he extracted a promise from us to stick to the Mission, 
and this we kept without difficulty, for the succeeding Missioners were all men 


who understood the mind of the young wage-earner and were able to control 
and influence us for good. 


When I look back on those days in the nineties, before the psychology of the 
adolescent was a burning subject, I realise that I had the good fortune to fall 
under the influence of men who quite intuitively understood the problem of the 
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slum boy and knew in what way he differed from what is now termed the typical 
adolescent. 'The gang was changed from potential young delinquents into 
useful young citizens, and when those of us who are left meet at odd times, we 
utter the names of Henry Chapple, Jemmy Owen, Freddy Marsdin and Bobby 
Wilson with as much reverence and gratitude as any old Cheltontans, who were 
contemporaries, talk of the masters of their own schooldays. 

We were influenced by real men. What the public school is to its old boys, 
the Cheltenham College Mission is to us. It was there that our lives were 
corrected and we grew to resemble normal adolescents, which would have been 
impossible if we had remained in the streets. 

I find from talking to some of my young Toc H friends, especially those who 
have mixed little with the working classes, that they cannot understand the 
mentality of the young industrial worker. His manners and ideas scem so 
opposed to theirs that they feel despondent at times and wonder whether their 
help at clubs is really of any value. Some have even gone so far as to give up 
the work and take on another job for which they seem better fitted. Yet every 
one of them, 1 am sure, would have made good if they had understood the 
psychology of the young wage-earner. The men whom I fell across in my youth 
had the gift by intuition, but in these days when much research has taken place 
in mental and moral science—especially regarding the adolescent—any young 
club worker can get to know something of the problem before he begins his 
activities in a slum area. I should advise him to compare his own upbringing 
with that of the young wage-earner, and he willthen see how the latter's develop- 
ment has been modified and thwarted. 

What are the main characteristics of the normal adolescent who may be found 
in our public schools? ‘Three interests stand out very prominently. He is 
decidedly interested in himself. His powers of introspection are beginning to 
develop. He has opportunities of leisured solitude, and from his work and play 
at school he is beginning to discover his capacities and limitations. He is 
learning self-respect and his personal appearance and dress are becoming matters 
of concern. 

Secondly, he is interested in his school-fellows. By association with them in 
his house, in the form-room or in games, he is learning the meaning of society and 
of his membership thereof. This intercourse with them enables him to test 
the force of social pressure and his own power over his fellows. 

Lastly, he is beginning to be aware of sex. But besides these three personal 
interests, he is acquiring and developing others of a more specialised character. 
The increasing number of societies in public schools point to the variety of these 
interests, and even at the Universities the formation of clubs, societies and groups 
seems never ending. The typical adolescent may have interests connected with 
natute, the material world—scientific discovery and invention, machinery, travel 
and exploration. He may have acquired a love of knowledge for its own sake 
and is dabbling in philosophy, politics or pure science. His moral sense has 
certainly awakened ; he is framing laws of condu& and is building up a system 
of loyalties to his home, his school, his town and his country. The constructive 

and acquisitive instinéts have developed. These find expression in hobbies, 
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collections such as $tamps and birds’ eggs, metalwork and woodwork. His 
esthetic interests are budding out and show themselves in a love of poetry, litera- 
ture, art, and music. These may lead not only to mere appreciation, but also 
to attempts at writing, painting and composing. 


Now, compare this development with that of a lad of sixteen who was born 
in a slum area, attended an elementary school, and for two years has been cast 
into the turmoil of industrial life as a van boy, messenger, or factory hand, on 
some repetition job. His three personal interests are very prominent, but 
they may be over- or under-developed. One lad may enter a club whose self- 
respect has gone so far that his puce-colured suit, “ winkle-picker”’ boots, 
hair stuck down with “‘ Nugget,” and striped scarf, at once mark him down as 
one of the lads to whom a university undergraduate would appear to be a babe. 
Another lad may enter, who has little self-respe&t, unkempt and dirty, and who 
shows little interest in anything barring noise and a “ rough house.” 

The fa& is that the young wage earner has had little opportunity for self- 
development. His whole life’s history is that of being one of a crowd. At 
home he has never had a room to himself, he has been brought up in the streets 
and has never had a minute alone. At school, he was one of a class of forty or 
fifty, and at playtime, one of a mob rushing and yelling about a small asphalted 
playground. Little individual attention has been given to him—large classes are 
against this although splendid efforts on the part of excellent teachers are 
trying to overcome the deficiency. 

At work he is a mere hand, a cog in the wheel. He is accustomed to noise, 
and maybe to bullying by his elders, and he must conform to a pattern. His 
feelings may be deep and yet he is unable to express them. He fires up in a blaze 
of fury one minute and then subsides into self-abasement the next. He gets to 
that stage when he can say nothing except as one of a crowd. Yet all the time 
he craves for individual sympathy, attention and understanding, and longs 
for satisfactory intercourse with someone who will develop his personality. 


In his relations with others his social sense is limited but very intense. His 
circle does not extend far beyond that of his family, his fellow-workers and his 
chums. He will do anything for one of these if in trouble, but he has little idea 
of any civic or national responsibility. Still he longs for society and generally 
finds it with the gang of which he is a member. His interest in self and in others 
is very undeveloped when compared with that of the public schoolboy. Yet the 
third personal interest, sex, is amazingly strong. This is easily understandable. 
Overcrowding at home, the mixing with elders in the workshop, the life in the 
streets, the vile and crude cinema posters, the films themselves, and the lack of 
higher interests, have given to the working-boy a knowledge on sex matters that 
appals many a club leader and often causes the latter, quite wrongly, to imagine 
that this is the lad’s only interest. It is amazing to many, however, that the lad 
is as clean in mind as he is, and it is wonderful that he is able to conceal his 
knowledge. His specialised and higher interests are very few and rudimentary. 
His severance from tural surroundings and the beauties of nature is a tragedy. 
He puts too great a value on sport and will kick about a football from morning 
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to night. If a proper ball is not available, a ball of paper or rag will suffice, 
His knowledge is scrappy, for his formal education ended at fourteen, and he 
has never attempted to go to evening classes. The cheap Press, the strect posters 
and the cinema are the main sources of his supply of knowledge, with the result 
that he develops a mob outlook with very little reasoning power. The literature 
that he reads is mainly of the Sexton Blake or Nelson Lee type or the thrilling 
football story in which the kidnapping of the star centre-forward generally is 
a feature. His blind-alley or non-progressive job leads to no interest in his 
work except in the matter of wages and working hours. His acquisitive instings, 
now the collection of cigarette pictures is beneath him, find little scope beyond 
a desire to gather up things that are not his own, and so delinquency is fostered. 

His home conditions prevent him from practising much in the hobby line 
beyond the making of wireless sets, and this lack of creative work is as great a 
tragedy as his severance from natural surroundings. It is this narrowness and 
monotony of experience which is the cause of his arrested aesthetic development. 
His idea of beauty is confined to such atrocities as the sky-signs at Piccadilly 
Circus and the highly-coloured pi@ures and cheap prints that are to be seen in 
poor districts. His appreciation of music can be gauged by the vocal efforts 
at Sonny Boy of a gang sauntering along a road, accompanied by mouth organs 
and ukeleles. Since the war the gramophone and wireless have done much to 
widen his experience in musical matters. 

His religious ideas are remarkable, but he is not anxious to discuss them in 
public, although he will open up on his difficulties when alone. His rules of 
conduét are those which are current around him. The virtues which he extols 
and the vices which he condemns are those which the industrial system 
advocates or deprecates. But he is very susceptible to religious influence if 
properly exerted by a club leader. I remember an incident of a large mass 
of unemployed lads in Bermondsey who were very disorderly being subdued when 
asked to repeat “‘ The Lord's Prayer," which they did very reverently. 

Such is a brief outline of the differences in the psychology of the young wage- 
earner and the normal adolescent. When these are known the club leader is 
able to handle his youths in a more confident and hopeful manner. He will 
soon realise that the lad will not be satisfied with an overdose of boxing and 
billiards. He craves for an opportunity to perform some creative work. He 
appreciates a “ quiet room” with books and journals. He will learn to take 
part in debates and group discussions. Periodic visits to a camp or to the country- 
side will affe& his outlook considerably, and it is a healthy sign when he displays 
distaste for his dirty and uninteresting environment. He will develop considerably 
if responsibility is placed on his shoulders in the running of his club. 

There is always one thing for the young club helper to remember and 
that is that these working lads, after years of having to fend for themselves and 
being pitched out into industry at fourteen, have acquired an amazing amount 
of general knowledge and zous which makes them appear years older than the 


fortunate lads of the same age who are still at school. 
VALENTINE A. BELL. 
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THE GUEST-NIGHT IN TOC H 


The deliberations of the S. taff Conference at Oxford last summer, after a period of digeflion, niu: now, 
let us hope, prove to have some body-building value in Toc H. Last month the reorganisation of Tos H 
Rovers, planned by a small committee of the Conference, was published with official santtion in the JOURNAL. 
This month the new regulations about General Members (see page 53) and the following suggeilions 
about Gite fi-nigbts bear witness to the work of two other Conference sessions. 


T T is the studied opinion of some humble leaders that the whole problem of 

Guest-nights can only be solved by the recovery of a sense of proportion. 
We are perilously near the Stage where Toc H is regarded as a society that meets 
rather than as a series of teams called into being to radiate a spirit. This means 
that we must go back to first principles. Purpose must come before method. 

In the Old House, Tubby’s first aim was to satisfy the hunger of men’s hearts 
and souls. He did this by a variety of methods which they only half understood. 
Every sing-song, every bun, every debate had an ulterior motive. Tubby’s 
purpose was not merely to entertain his visitors or give them what they imagined 
they wanted. His entertainment of them was designed to be the vehicle through 
which there passed to them the Light and Warmth of which he was guardian. 
The result was that men, who came as visitors, returned to their daily tasks with 
minds and souls and bodies revitalised, developing a sense of Sonship inthe 
process. 

The peculiar contribution of Toc H to the building of the Kingdom of God 
to-day is the winning of men to Christ by the odd and subtle method of holding 
a series of parties, in which Christ is not much talked about, but in which, by con- 
tact, His vitality is transfused. These things being so, we regard as the greatest 
need of the moment that units should recover the emphasis on Guest-nights, 
not going mad on jobs, nor yet being mere photographic reprodu&ions of past 
Toc H. Rather they should be generating stations, creating the same old spirit 
and passing it on in new disguises. 

We regard jobs as important, but as a means to an end, not an end in themselves. 
They are the means by which the individual member generates in his own life 
the spirit which, when joined to the spirit created in other members by their jobs, 
becomes an irresistible force on a Guest-night, unconsciously gripping and 
inspiring the visitor. 

THERE ARE TWO DIFFERENT KINDS OF ASSEMBLINGS OF Toc H MEMBERs: 

A.—Meectings in which the Branch machinery is oiled and tuned up with the objet of generating a good 
head of Seam. 

We regard these as preparatory to B (below). "They should never be held merely for their 
own sake, but with the definite idea of informing, educating, training and preparing the Branch 
(or Group) to perform the better its duty to its guests. 

Under this head we group study circles, business meetings, rehearsal of Guest-night 
programmes, the necessary discussion and aétion over finance, membership elections, 
corporate implosions or works, lodging-houses, etc., etc. 

At such mectings guests, though not specially invited, are gladly welcomed. 

B.—Mketings in which the Branch applies the power and light generated in A. 
Here guests are the essence of the contraét, and every member, regarding himself as an 
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essential screw in the machinery, is present and spends himself in making the light shine tor the 
benefit of the guests, 100 per cent. attendance is expected, and for the whole evening. 

These Guest-nights are not primarily an opportunity for boosting Toc H or for recruiting 
membership, though both will follow as bye-produéts if the work is well done. 

The first and only purpose of a Guest-night is to pass on a spirit and an outlook on life, 
and to infc& a wider circle with the ideals that stand at the heart of Toc H. 


VARIETY. 

To achieve this result, Guest-nights must be a/traffive to the ordinary types of men. We 
place variety at the top of the list of requisites—variety of items, variety of forms of expression, 
variety of the order of events. In other words, the Branch must produce a new photo every 
time, rather than take another print off an old negative. We would go so far as to lay down as 
a rule that no single item in a successful Guest-night should be repeated for at least three months. 
(The Branch Log will serve as a record.) 


MEETING-PLACES AND SCENERY. 

We believe the setting of the Guest-night to be of first-rate importance. The essentials are 
homeliness and neutral ground. 

Branches, if they have not already seen to it, must get as soon as possible heir own meeting- 
place, yet not a meeting-place, but a humble friendly home. That means, eschew the Squire's 
drawing-room, the Vicar's garden, the Church Hall and the Women’s Institute. 

There is much in the creation of atmosphere. Let every picture tell a story. Let there be: 
a notice-board, not devoid of humour. Let there be a small library and some Toc H literature, 
The Branch should be encouraged to have a picture-framer and a sign-writer. 

The Lamp should stand on a pedestal, shelf or mantel-piece about 5 ft. 6 in. from the ground, 
with a decent background, and not cluttered with coffee cups and secretary’s papers, 


FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS. 

We recognise the difficulty of running a good Guest-night and wish to lay down no hard and 
fast rules about the frequency of them. Marks and good Branches will be able to run them 
weekly. Some Branches will be well advised to run “A” and “ B” alternately. Groups, 
while learning their trade, will probably have many “ A " mectings before attempting a Guest- 
night. They will do well to implode frequently at the Gucst-nights of thcir parent Branch 
to pick up hints and to acquire the Toc H technique. Yet let it not be forgotten that the only 
way to learn to run a good Guest-night is to take a deep breath and go for it. 

The point we wish to stress is that the Guest-night is all important, but that its quality and 
purpose are more vital than its frequency. 


LEADERS. 

Leaders of Guest-nights require very special gifts and must be searched for and found, or they 
must be trained. "Training and experience can be gained at ' A " mectings. We want to 
kybosh the name “ Chairman" (at Guest-nights), no less than the formality of chairmen. The 
best leaders will be quick to alter an arranged programme, if it obviously isn't cutting any ice, 
and they will know and exploit any gift possessed by other members. N.B.—The necessity 
of questions after speakers (if need be, by quiet pre-arrangement), with the idea of applying 
Toc H to the speakers’ problems. 

PUNCTUALITY, 

Punétuality we consider to be a matter of good manners. Members are hosts and must be 
on the spot to welcome the guests and to entertain those they bring with them. Whatever the 
programme is, it should start at the advertised time. To say in an airy way “ we are always 
late in Toc H ” is not an excuse, nor is it calculated to soothe or amuse a busy man who may 
well regret that he has wasted an evening on so casual an affair. 
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; PROGRAMME, 

The programme ought to contain the following elements, infinitely pezmutated : 
1. Time to hob-nob, 

2. One short account of a job tackled or to be undertaken. 
3. Humour. 

4. Singing and for Stunts, 

5. Food. 

6. Light. 

7. Family Prayers. 

8. Set Piece, i.e., speaker, debate or other “ big business." 
9. Branch business, limited to ten snappy minutes. 

10. “ Pathe Gazette," especially overseas items. 


SINGING. 

We advocate strongly (a) the appointment of a Song-master, (P) song rehearsals. We don't 
want mere singing ; we want good singing. Therefore we deprecate it if forced and unmusical ; 
where singing is unnatural, substitute hand-bells, jazz-band, orchestra or even humming, as long 
as it is a corporate effort and of a congregational character. 

N.B.—Rogerum, having served Toc H well and truly, is promoted to the H.Q. staff and 
appears at meetings about as frequently. 

STUNTS, 

An opportunity for lots of initiative—we suggest the possibility of a valuable competitive 

element in this respect, teams being self-picked. 


SPEAKERS. 

We don't think that it matters what system of selection is adopted, but we do think there ought 
to be a speaker, and he a master of some aspect of civic, economic, social, international or religious 
interest (not the breeding of white mice or colour photography), with an occasional speaker on 
'Toc H, who will normally be one of the local experts on it. 


Foon. 

We stand in the belicf that a stranger coming to a Guest-night should find Toc H as a Christian 
supper-club —eneaged in a real meal, sitting down, be it a supper or high tea, or a single course, 
e.g., a hot-pot supper. We don’t believe that coffee and biscuits at the end can Gill the bill, since 
the obje& of the meal is to promote sociability—the meal of fellowship. 


HUMOUR. 

Humour must be unforced. Not everyone can be witty, but all can cultivate a sense of 
humour and lightness of touch. Members must not take themselves too seriously. Back- 
slapping or rough-housing are not necessarily humorous, nor are loud greetings to every 
late comer, especially if they interrupt the speaker, or the business in hand. 


LIGHT. 

The Ceremony of Light need not come at the beginning of a Guest-night. The position in 
the programme should be varied, but Light should be kept distinét from prayers. Prior to Light, 
the Pilot might tell the story of some Elder Brother (War or Peace), The words of the ceremony 
must be learnt by heart, and there should be an occasional explanation of the origin and meaning 
of the ceremony or symbol. 

PRAYERS. 

Some Branches find it good to have a separate place for prayers, others like to sanctify the 
meeting-place. In the latter case it has been found useful to have prayers in the dim light of 
the Lamp. It is important that it be made easy for anyone, who does not wish to take part, 
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to stand out. A few minutes warning, followed by a general movement, give an opportunity 
to any who wish to do so, to retire without feeling embarrassed. The prayers should be homely, 
real, and related to the life of the Branch, not in any way formal. They should be taken normally 
by the Padre, sometimes with pre-arranged help from members. 


INNINGS. 

It is not necessary for all Branch Officers always to have an innings. 

Secretary. He is not compelled to read every circular or letter received. Instead of minutes 
being read, unless there is a really good and brief extract from the Branch Log, we suggest 
selected letters from other parts of the family. 

Jobmafier. Members ought to be picked for their jobs, so he should not appeal for volunteers 
at a Guest-night. If he describes one job with simplicity and humour, guests will be attracted, 

Pilot. He is not necessarily a Pi Lot, but he is the yarn spinner who keeps the traditions 
and stories of the Old House alive by judicious retailing of the old tales. 


Guests, 

Whom to invite. ‘Take a survey of the membership, and try to fill in gaps (by types, rather than 
by trades). Let each member bring the man he has his gaff on ; unlike fishermen every member 
should be always landing a fish. On occasions, invite schools or office staffs or works men or 
bus drivers or secretaries of societies. 

How to treat them. It is good to fetch your guest and useless to issue a general invitation. 
“A Guest-night is neither a prayer-meeting nor a prize-fight.” Use good manners, that is, 
don’t embarrass by over-effusiveness, nor isolate a guest by confining him to his host. All 
must share the duty and privilege of hostship. “‘ All rank abandon ye who enter here " is an 
invitation to the guest to come off his high horse—a hint which he may or may not heed. It 
is emphatically not an excuse for members to forget thcir manners or to show less courtesy 
and consideration to guests than is usual elsewhere. To present a guest with a nickname at the 
first time of meeting or even to refuse to give him a courtesy title is not part of the Toc H pro- 
gramme. 


TMPLOSIONS, 

We recommend occasional visits to and fro, both to find out what the other part of the family 
is doing and to get to know them. We call especial attention to the importance and need 
of attending District Guest-nights, which should be superb examples of Branch Guest-nights 
on a big scale. 


A New Song Sheet and an Old Song Book 


AA Song Sheet for Toe H Gue §t- Nights has been compiled by Tom Ratcliff and presented to Toc H. 
by the Daily Express. It contains the following songs: “ Tipperary," “ Daisy Bell," “ The 
Long, Long Trail," “ Carry me back to Old Virginny," “ Hullabaloo Balay,” “ Loch Lomond,” 
“Fire Down Below,” ** Old Black Joe," “ Land of Hope and Glory," “ Drink to me only," 
** Love's Old Sweet Song,” “ Shine, Shine, Moon," “ Good-night, Ladies," “ The Battle Hymn 
of the Republic," * London's Burning," “ The Day Thou Gavest,” ** Now while I live," and 
* How do you do?" Copies can -be obtained from the Registrar at Headquarters. Payment 
for postage and packing of copies is requested as follows: 100, 6d. ; 250, 15s. ; 1,000, 2s, ; for 
overseas : Parcels of 400, 2s. 6d. 


Having assimilated the above, Branches and Groups might well progress to the slightly 
more advanced Toc H Song Book. A round dozen of songs are commonly sung at Guest-nights. 
This is the opportunity for an increase in the variety and scope of your repertoire. Get 
someone to strum over some of the 125 other tunes here, and make a few of them the speciality 
of your unit—it is a mine well worth quarrying. Copies also from the Registrar, at rs. each 
(2d. postage), or ros. a dozen (postage extra) to secretaries. 
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THE STATUS OF THE GENERAL MEMBER 


^l HE Staff Conference of this year raised again the question of the unsatisfactory member, 

A  andcriticised the practice of transferring from Branches and Groups to the General Branch 
members who are found to be slack or unwilling to play their part in the life of their units. 
'The Central Executive fully agree in the importance of the points raised. But they think that 
a morc comprehensive remedy is required than was proposed by the Staff Conference. They have 
therefore decided that the first step to be taken is a careful analysis of the general membership. 
If this analysis shows, as it probably will, the existence of a number of members who are far 
from being a source of strength to the Movement, it will also show, the Central Executive 
believe, that Toc H possesses among its general members very many who are at present, 
in Toc H, more or less “ unemployed," simply because the right jobs for them have not yet 
been found. The making of this analysis will throw a great deal of extra work upon Headquarters 
and it will not be made successfully without a great deal of help from the membership. Butit 
will, the Central Executive believe, be well worth while. 


GENERAL BRANCHES FOR Group MEMBERS. 


2. For the purpose of the Council elections, all members of Groups must under the Charter be 
included in some General Branch. They will be included in future in separate Group Members’ 
General Branches, containing members of groups and no one else. There is now one such 
branch for each of the 10 Arcas (shown in the January JOURNAL) into which Toc H in England 
is divided. And there are three more, for Scotland, Ireland and Wales respectively. Group 
members need not give themselves any concern about these Branches. The pra&ical result 
arising from their creation is that Group members will vote in the Central Council elections quite 
apart from members who do not belong to units. 


THE CENTRAL AND THE AREA GENERAL BRANCHES. 

3. The members who do not belong to units will be divided among a number of General 
Branches, admission into all but one of which will be a privilege, To the other, the Residuary 
General Branch, no one will be cle&ted, and it is hoped that members who find themselves in 
this Branch will speedily be transferred cither to a Branch or Group, or to one of the other 
General Branches. These other General Branches will be for the present: (1) The Central 
General Branch, ccntrolled by the Central Executive; (2) The N.W. Area General Branch 
and the Yorkshire General Branch, controlled by the Area Councils of those Areas; (3) The 
Scottish General Branch controlled by the Scottish Executive. As Area Councils are set up in 
the remaining areas, additional Arca General Branches will be formed, controlled in the same way. 
No member will be able to secure admission to any of these branches, whether on first election or 
by transfer, except on the orders of the controlling authority or of its Elections Committee, 
(The procedure for transferring members from one of these branches to another will be settled 
later). Members not attached to units who do not secure admission to one of these branches 
will be in the Residuary General Branch (see paragraph 6). 


WHO 1s A CENTRAL AND WHO AN AREA GENERAL MEMBER ? 

4. The N.W. and Yorkshire Area General Branches, and the Scottish General Branch will 
include at the outset oz/y members who have been elected by the Area Councils or Scottish 
Executive and who pay their subscriptions to the Area or Scottish Treasurer. Members not 
belonging to units, who live in those areas and pay their subscriptions to Headquarters, will 
either be “ eleted " into the Central General Branch or will remain in the Residuary General 
Branch. Arrangements will be made later by which members of the Central General Branch 
will, if they wish, and if the Area Council or local Executive agrees, be able to transfer their 
membership and their subscriptions from the Central General Branch to an Area General Branch. 
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TRANSFER TO AND FROM THE RESIDUARY GENERAL BRANCH. 

5. Members who do not belong to units but are attached to them ard who also pay their 
subscriptions to those units, will be included in the Residuary General Branch in the first instance, 
Those of them who are attached to units outside the North Western and Yorkshire Council 
Areas and outside Scotland will be eligible for transfer to the Central Gencral Branch if the 
Central Executive (or its Ele&ions Committee) approve; and those who are attached to units in 
the three areas just mentioned will be eligible for transfer to the General Branch of their area, 
subject to the approval of the Area Council or Scottish Executive, as the case may be, or the 
Ele&ions Committee of the area. In these cases the members may, if they wish, continue to 
pay their subscriptions to the unit to which they are attached. 


6. Headquarters will endeavour as rapidly as possible (the process will necessarily take time) 
to select out of the large number of members not belonging to units those who have been, or 
are, or scem plainly likely to be, of service for the Movement, and will propose their 
transfer to the Central General Branch. When members arc not sufficiently known at Head- 
quarters, an endeavour will be made to obtain information from the whole-time staff, from 
distri&s and units and individual members likely to be able to help. We shall try, when, 
as we go along, we find kcen members who would gladly more actively work for Toc H if they 
could find the right jobs, to help them to find them. When we find, as we may, members who 
are slack and uninterested, we shall try, with the help referred to, to remcdy that state of things. 
And we hope that when the preliminary * sorting " is over, the Residuary General Branch 
will be only a temporary resting place for members in transit from one unit to another or to an 
Area or the Central General Branch. 

7. No members will, as has been said already, be efed to the Residuary General Branch. 
There will come into it, after the preliminary sorting is over, only two sets of people, (2) members 
who for various reasons, good or bad, leave their units voluntarily, and (7) members who are 
“ turned out ” by their units on the ground that they are slack and do not play their part in the 
life of the unit. Under the present rules Branches can do this, subjeét to the veto of the Central 
Executive, provided they state their reasons in writing and give the member they wish to turn 
out full opportunity to be heard. In future both Branches and Groups will be allowed to 
“turn out” into the Residuary General Branch members they consider slack and inefficient, 
and Headquarters will accept their proposals, provided these proposals are approved by the Distri& 
Committee. The Central Executive are sure they can rely on distri& committees to see to it that 
in all such cases the members affected are treated fairly. (Inthe case of Branches and Groups 
not yet represented in district committees, the old procedure will continue to apply). 

When members are transferred to the Residuary General Branch, Headquarters will endeavour 
to “ place " them in other general branches or in units, and when this is found to be impossible, 
will bring the case before the Central Executive. 


Tue ELECTION OF GENERAL MEMBERS. 

8. As no one is to be e/efed to the Residuary General Branch, and as only Area Councils, the 
Scottish Executive and the Central Executive are to eleé& to the other General Branches open to 
members not belonging to units, it follows that Branches are no longer to elett general members of 
Toc H. They may, of course, and so may Groups, recommend candidates for election to a General 
Branch (other than the Residuary) and great weight will be attached to their recommendation. 


PRIVILEGES AND DISABILITIES OF GENERAL MEMBERS. 
9. At a later stage, when the preliminary sorting of the General Branch list at Headquarters 
is well advanced, it will be laid down that members of the Resfdvary General Branch are not 


to be eligible to obtain Toc H ties and badges. Members of the other gencral branches will be 
P. W. MONIE, 


able to obtain them. 
Hon. Administrator. 


January 13, 1930. 
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A YEAR 
WHEN YOU RETIRE. 


£200 as a salary is small, but as a private income it may make a world of 


difference to your comfort and well-being in years to come. 


Those later 


years will be very happy years if you are freed from the cares and anxieties 


of earning a living. 


This plan will give you that freedom. 


It isa plan which 


enables a man of moderate means to retire at an early age, without unduly 


sacrificing the pleasures of the present time. 


sacrifice at all. 


You make annual deposits of a sum you can spare from 
your income, and these deposits, looked after by the 
Sun Life of Canada, accumulate to your credit and to 
them are added the extraordinary profits made possible 
by the sound success of this most prosperous Company. 


Supposing your age is now 35 and you take up this plan, 
say for £200 a year for life to commence at age 55, this 
is how the plan will help you and yours. The figures 
quoted here are based on present bonus rates. There 
is, first, the 


£200 A YEAR FOR LIFE 


At 55 you have the choice of /200 a year for life or a 
cash sum of about £2,400. 


£14 A MONTH IF PERMANENTLY 
INCAPACITATED 
(Applicable to residents of British Isles, Canada and United States). 


If sickness or accident permanently incapacitates you 
from earning a living you cease making deposits, and 
{14 a month will be paid to you until the £200 a year 
is due. 


INCOME TAX SAVED 


You get a substantial rebate of Income Tax on each 
deposit you make, and you pay no Income Tax on the 
bonuses you receive—a double advantage. 


£1,400 PLUS PROFITS FOR YOUR FAMILY 


If you do not live to be 55 your family will receive 
£1,400 plus the accumulated profits. If death results 
from an accident, £2,800, plus the profits, will be paid. 


ANY AGE, ANY AMOUNT 


The plan is equally valuable for older and younger 
men, and for larger and smaller amounts, even down to 
a policy of £100. Fill in the Form below so that we 
ean send you figures to suit your own age and require- 
ments. 


Indeed, it may not require any 


£100,000,000 ASSETS 

The Sun Life of Canada has assets of over £100,000,000 
which are under Government supervision. In addition 
to the foregoing Plan, this great Annuity Company is 
responsible for protecting thousands of men and 
women under its Group Assurance and Pension 
Policies, and it also specialises in provision fo. 
Children's Education. 


THIS ENQUIRY FORM SENT NOW WILL BRINI 
FULL DETAILS, WITH FIGURES TO SUIT YOUR 


OWN REQUIREMENTS. NO OBLIGATION IS IN- 
CURRED. 


To H. O. LEACH (Manager). 


SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 
(incorporated in Canada with Limited Liability.) 


30 Sun of Canada House, Cockspur Street, 
H Trafalgar Square, London, S.W.r. 

Assuming I can save and deposit /........ T 

Der... eee piease send me— without obliga- 


tion on my part—íul! particulars of your endow- 
ment plan showing what income or cash sum will be 
available for me. 


NAME seca 5bacesdono d oos scteacccvoscasccsasncasaseea 

(Mr., Mrs. or Miss). 

ADDRESS seers ete wane es ee ee PPP ase 
å Occupations re PITT . 


Exact Date of Births. e E EER Ae y dnte 
TocH, Feb. 


1 


og 


Preety ee 


“Nothing is Here A for Tears " 


A great writer said after visiting St. Dunstan's that these words should be inscribed over its 
portals. Great as has been the sacrifice which has been made by the 2,000 War-biinded men whose 
training and life-long care St Dunstan's has in charge—yet there is nothing of sadness about St. 


Dunstan's or its men. 
Toc H branches other social bodies may hear the inspiring 


STORY OF ST. DUNSTAN’S 
from the lips of one of the War-blinded men themselves. , í 
It is an epic of gallant conquest over perhaps the greatest of human handicaps, and it should be 


heard by everyone in our times. : 
No charge whatever is made, and if desired a display can be given of a wide range of the beautiful 
and useful workmanship of these War-blinded craftsmen. : 
Each lecture is designed solely as a description of the work of St. Dunstan's and no appeal is 
made for funds. For list of addresses, vacant dates, and further details, application should be made 
to the Treasurer, St. Dunstan's Headquarters, Inner Circle, Regent's Park, London, N.W.1. (Phone: 


Welbeck 7921.) 


Dan NERE FAS OA TEA ALARME M SEE 
TY IT Ie rn TITS NM 
A / 7, XO // 7 OA VIIRESE ISISI LM IRS MS 


/ 


GRAY AMBER LAUGHING BOY 


by BASIL CAREY T6 net. by OLIVER LA FARGE 7/6 met, 

An adventure novel of the South Seas, telling FRANK SwINNERTON in The Evening News: 
ofa man's search for revenge and treasure on “ The book rises to a pitch of drama and feel- 
behalf of the girl he loves. ing which I found irresistible.” 

3 « er 
JUNGLE GODS THE CLOCK 

by CARL VON HOFFMAN 10]- net. by GUY RAWLENCE 1/6 net. 

The Guardian :'' ... a picturesque and well- Yorkshire Post: “The clock is cleverly 
written study (in story form) of African life, handied. To the last, the reader is not quite 
legends and superstitions. The illustrations from sure as to its supernatural powers.” 


photographs are of unusual interest." 


ALL ELSE 15 FOLLY 
SQUADRON OF DEATH by PEREGRINE ACLAND 7/6 net. 


by DICK GRACE 17/6 net. Sır Ropert Bornen (Prime Minister of 
Evening Standard: “A true story of adventures Canada during the War) : “ No more vivid 


more exciting and more harrowing than any film picture has been painted of what war meant to 
or novel." the average soldier.” 


CONSTABLE 
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n “MARK WELL HER BULWARKS” 

If you aren't careful,” said the Sub-editor, “ this number of the JOURNAL is going 
fo let down our reputation for being highbrow. In fat, unless you can put something in 
to balance the flar& simplicity oy Peter's page about General members, I am afraid we 
shan't get a grouse from a single puzzled reader.” “ That wouldn't do at all,” replied 
the Editor. ** There must be no close season for grouse: a month without a reader's 
proteftis a month wasted. \What about printing Mr. Chesterton’ s article about Byzantine 
Influences on Acrated Bread?” “ Too simple," said the Sub, “ some of our members 
would catch the drift of it right away. Write something yourself in your flodaiefl historical 
Style and sprinkle some Latin words into it. That will give "em about seven fits.” “ Oh, 
well,” said the Ed. resignedly, “ here goes : " — 


“WHE train to Milan leaves Victoria Station at 10 a.m. and arrives via Simplon 

Tunnel, which only costs £4 14s. 8d, at 1.10 p.m. next day. (* "That's 
not highbrow,” commented the Sub, looking over his shoulder. “ Start aga." The 
Ed. tore up the first sheet and chose another opening gambit) . . . The merctricious title 
of Colonia Angufta Verona Nova Gallienana already adumbrated the ineluétable 
dissolution of the Roman hegemony. (“ Thats better!” said the Sub, “ but a 
bit sudden as an opening sentence.’ So the Ed. withered him with a glance, crossed his 
nib, aud wrote as follows) :— 

The train from Milan—(“ Now be careful!” said the irrepressible Sub)—the 
train from Milan (continued the Ed., uidaunted), the train from Milan due eastwards 
will land you in Venice in five hours. And nearly every Englishman travels 
impatiently by it, his eye straining towards the first gondola, his nose snuffing 
for the smell of the Grand Canal. Just before the train halts at a half-way station 
he may happen to lay down this Tuesday’s Edgar Wallace or to look up from 
the sandwiches in his lap, and to glimpse the view out of the left-hand window. 
The right moment is a lucky chance. Just as you may strike it, looking out of 
a left-hand G.W.R. window outside Bristol on the way to Paddington and sight- 
ing Clifton Suspension Bridge and the great limestone Gorge and the stately Bath- 
stone crescents piled up in the sun as Turner painted them, so from the Venice 
express you may sight Verona. Reddish walls and red-tiled roofs of a crowded 
town, dark green spires of cypress and a cluster of towers above them, a long 
line of battlements and bastions zig-zagging over a hill, a gleam of water, all 
set in a valley grey with olive and green with vine, and for a background the 
steep, blue slopes which run back into the illimitable Alps. Some day, says 
the traveller, one must break the journey from Milan to Venice here for a few 
hours. The wise man does it now, risking half his ticket and getting out im- ' 
pulsively at the Porta Nuova station of Verona. He need feel himself no stranger 
in these streets, for a greater than he has made them a piece of England. He 
is allowed to fancy himself one of the Two Gentlemen, and he may still stand 
beneath a balcony in a narrow street (careful of the voracious tram which comes 
at him from behind) and listen to the loveliest words that lovers have ever spoken 
in our tongue. (“ Don’t get romantic,” whispered the Sub. “ Besides they have all 
read Romeo and Juliet a£ schoo/—that’s not highbrow.’ The Ed. sighed, changed his 
tattics once more, and went drudging on.) 
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Fitt the First 


Where the precipitous hill runs down to the river bank the squalid shelters 
of mud and pine-boughs cluster. Half-naked men return to them in the evening 
from their fighting and fishing, women squat cooking round hot stones, children 
are born and play and often die in them. Up the slope behind, and running back 
almost unbroken for hundreds of miles, the gloomy devil-haunted forests stretch 
northwards into primeval Germany. From the long winter and the hunger 
and cold stalking through it, these men and women have trekked south to find 
the sun. And now they have reached an impassable barrier which fends them 
off from the rich Italian plain, their unattainable Promised Land. The barrier 
is a wide and roaring river of pale green glacier water which sweeps round the 
base of their hill. All but the most adventurous of these men, therefore, live 
out their obscure, half-animal lives on the north bank of the River Adige. 
This is Verona before the dawn of history. 


Fite the Second 


Many centuries, unrecorded, pass by. It is still, perhaps, four hundred 
years before Christ came, and now another and most mysterious race have over- 
whelmed the first men and more than taken their places. They hold the hill- 
side still, but they have made a river crossing and now occupy a dry tongue of 
land in the curve of the stream. The Adige water is better than a fortress at 
their backs : their boundary on the landward side is a stout Stockade, over the 
top of which the watchman faces southward across an unfriendly network of 
bogs and streams. But these men dwell no longer in animal’s lairs and brush- 
wood shelters like their forerunners : they build some semblance of our own 
habitations and move about their city with a pride and purpose hitherto unknown 
among men. Far to the south their kinsmen have been the first kings of a 
village which is one day to be the mistress of the world. The record they have 
left on the bank of the Adige is some fragment of a curious pot, a well-wrought 
sword-hilt, the clay head of an unknown god, but no written word of that lost 
language to which scholars of our time cannot fit the key. But look into this 
baffling twilight and you may descry the shadow of Etruscan Verona. 


Fitt the Thied 


The generations come and go in the settlement by the Adige: two more cen- 
turies have passed—who knows? The watchman at daybreak has heard 
strange sounds out in the swamp and has given the alarm. There has been a whirl- 
wind onslaught, cheers in a barbarous tongue, cries of the wounded, blood in. 
the streams, desperate valour behind the stockade. And then the defences have 
gone down under the weight of long-haired warriors with axe and sword. 
Women, fighting beside their husbands, have been ravished, children hacked 
to pieces, in the “ frightfulness " a thousand times tepeated in the tale of bar- 
baric victory. All the atts of the Etruscan builder and craftsman go down into 
darkness, his strange race is merged for ever. And the fighting Cenomani, 
Celtic tribesmen out of Gaul, are masters of Verona. 
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Fitt the Fourth 


The Celtic watchman, guarding a village by the river , full of fighting men, 
has seen a new sign to southward—grey dust rising off the plain and in it the 
rhythmic flash of helmet and shield in close order. He has heard the trumpet 
for the first time, but he knows already that it heralds the finest army in the 
world. He sounds the alarm and the village at his back springs out of sleep 
to his side, ready in arms. Fight? With their backs to the river and the legion 
round front and flank ? Other tribes have fought and failed, and the retribution 
has been swift and very terrible. The council of warriors has made up 
its mind. They tear a big breach in the stockade, they fling their swords in a heap 
beside it. The heavy-armed column deploys in the marshy ground, advances 
in line to within a $tonc's-throw of the boundary and halts. A few leading files 
march through the gap and bind as hostages the best men of the village. A 
hawk-faced horseman, in golden breastplate and red-tufted helmet, rides forward 
and takes possession of Verona in the name of the Senate and People of Rome. 


Fitt the Fifth 


A score of years has passed, and the Gaulish watchman, who still wears the 
long hair and the trousers of his own people, is growing old. He grumbles 
to-day because he has just paid his tax to Rome, but, taking all in all, modern 
life has its compensations for him. Not a trace of his native village remains, 
but there are points about the city to which he now belongs. He remembers, 
as though it were yesterday, how it came into being, here in the tongue of land 
beside the river and over the green water on the opposite hill. A score of years 
ago—here is the picture in the old man’s mind. It is very early on a spring 
morning, about the time of the equinox. All the huts in the centre of the village 
have been razed to the ground and on the boundaries of a great open space the 
villagers, men, women and children, stand together in the cool prelude of dawn. 
From the camp outside their broken stockade the now familiar trumpet sounds 
the * assembly." The sky has flushed from grey to pale gold, is deepening 
from gold to rose, as a procession enters the open ground. The lictors come 
first, with those terrible rods and axes, the sight of which still makes the old 
soldiers of the village blink and the children hide in their mother’s skirts. These 
lead the files of slow-marching men with sloped spears and swinging shields. 
The ranks open out and wheel round the ground, halting at last in a hedge of 
steel. And there follows a wonderful pomp—the old watchman had never seen 
the like and cannot remember it all—officers in plumed helmets and scarlet 
cloaks, senators in purple, fine ladics with jewelled combs in their hair, a com- 
pany of singing boys, of girls strewing early crocus flowers. There are a score 
of slaves straining and stumbling at the ropes of a sled on which rocks a great 
square stone ; there are more slaves bearing a godlike personage high in a litter ; 
yet more slaves carrying a massive empty chair. There treads also a patient 
white ox in the midst with garlands over his neck and red wool about his horns. 
And in the chief place of all walks a white-robed priest. This great procession 
moves to its appointed Stations and halts. The empty chair 1s set, with the 
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greatest care, in the centre of the ground, and the block of stone upon the sled 
is brought to rest by the panting slaves in front of it. Silence falls—and is 
broken by a brief scuffle as the white ox is dragged forward, gasps once, stumbles 
to his knees and then lies, twitching, at full length. A gathering stream of blood 
gushes over his white hide and is splashed on the square block of the altar-stone. 
The sacrifice has been made. 

The priest is seated in the chair and all cyes are upon him now. No one 
Stands near him and his eyes seem conscious of nothing in the world save the 
hill tops north eastward beyond the river to which his face is lifted. The dawn 
is growing every moment brighter behind the ridge. The priest who watches 
it sits motionless as a man chiselled in stone. The onlookers are fascinated, 
hold their breath . . . A bright ray like a spear starts suddenly upward from the 
far hill top—the sun strides up into sight. The priest instantly lifts his arms 
and stretches them horizontally on each side of his body. The tense minutes 
of expectation have suddenly been ended, a cheer breaks out in the ranks, runs 
round the space, is echoed, half-unwittingly, by the villagers behind. The 
City of Verona is founded. 


Already young men have tun from either side towards the priest’s chair, 
with long lines, knotted at intervals, in their hands. One, starting trom the chair, 
runs outwatds before the priest's face, another outwards trom his back, a third 
to left of him, a fourth to right—running in the line of his outstretched arms. 
At regular intervals they halt, and a man, following behind each of the four 
with a mallet, drives a peg into thc ground. The ground plan of the City of 
Verona now awaits its builders. 

In the afternoon of the same day another procession forms and, followed at a 
respectful interval by the villagers, marches with music to the river bank upon the 
west of the tongue of land. This time no priest is seen: the governor in his 
purple robe, alighting from his litter, is the chief actor in a civil drama. Accord- 
ing to the ancient rite, handed down from the lost Etruscan race, a plough awaits 
him. His awkward team is made up of a bull and a cow. The governor takes 
the plough handles and, with attendants leading the plunging animals, begins 
to trace a long furrow away from the river to the south-east. As he goes, stumb- 
ling in his long robe over the rough ground, his eyes are fixed unremittingly 
on the ploughshare. For every clod of earth trom the furrow must fall 
inwards to the new-founded city, if good fortune is to be its destiny. At last, 
at a point where a marker stands to give him the sign, he turns the plough to 
face north eastwards and begins a new furrow. This is a good deal shorter than 
the first, but when it reaches its end on the river bank at the other side of the 
tongue of land, the governor’s hands are trembling and sweat pours from his 
face. But the boundaries of the City of Verona are well and truly traced. 

* * * * 


“ Thats all right, so far as it goes,” interrupted the Sub, “ but aren't you going to 
give them some Latin soon? As the examiners say, answer in not less than three lines 
and draw a map.” “Oh, I forgot,” replied the Ed., “ here's the map, and the Latin 
shall follow.” 
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A Digression with two Maps 

Here is a map of Verona to show where it stands between hill and plain, so that 
you can sec it for yourself. But if you really want to see it, you must get out of the 
train half-way between Milan and Venice and spend a week walking about 
these streets, and a year getting to know the things tourists are never shown, 
and the rest of your life in loving it all. Now let us see if you can read a map. 
For maps affcét people in different ways. To one man a map is but a tiresome 
form of crossword: such men find their way marvellously by second sight or 
clumsily by asking every policeman. To another it is merely a handy help 
in keeping an appointment with the dentist at 11.15 on the other side of the town. 
To a third kind of man a map is history and romance, written in a fascinating 
shorthand of its own. Join the company of these last for the next few minutes 
as you scan the unfamiliar map of Verona. 

First THE River. As Thames created London, so Adige has made Verona. 
Where the River cut this sweeping curve (the great S of the Adige is repeated 
fourfold by Thames between Richmond and Blackwall) a city was foreordained 
by nature to rise. The first man who stood on the bank of Thames or Adige 
did not choose to make his home by the River—the River adopted him from that 
moment and began to write the story of his progress. The whole history of 
London and of Verona is held together by the River’s ever-changing, never- 
failing band ; their “ fame is writ in water.” Adige has been the best defence 
and the most dangerous foe of the Veronese for fifteen centuries. It has guarded 
them always, but often it has taken terrible toll of their lives. 

And then THe Hrrr. All the city which lies éwséde the curve of the stream is 
flat land : all that lies owfséde it tends to run uphill and is crowned at last (where 
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the plan marks L) by a towering fortress—the Arx or citadel of the Romans, 
the palace in the dark ages of Theodoric the Great, half hidden in a heroic legend, 
the ugly barracks of the white-coat Austrians who kept their hecl upon Verona 
until 1870. If the Hill was held by friends, it was the city's pride ; if by foes, 
every Street at its foot lay beneath its menace. 

And now THE Roan. When the Roman road-builders—none greater in history 
—came to make a main highway from south to north and another from west 
to east, they tied them securely together at the point where they interseéted— 
and the knot was Verona. From the south-west the legions marched along the 
Via Claudia Augusla in a bee-line to the city, traversed its Streets, crossed its 
River, and, bending north-west at the foot of its Hill, marched otf across the 
Alps by the Brenner Pass, fought the Gauls, embarked at Boulogne, landed at 
Dover, and marched on again to garrison the cdge of the known world, the 
Wall in Northumberland. It is a far cry from Antioch to Aberdeen—but the 
road, in the Middle Ages, still runs through Verona : in 1308 a Syrian lady, on 
her way northwards to marry a chieftain in Scotland, is kidnapped in the streets 
of Verona by the greatest man in its history. And all but five centuries later, 
Napoleon on his way southwards to coronation at Rome, pulls down one of 
Verona's Roman gates to bring his cannon through. Century after century 
this is the “ Great North Road.” 


And across it at this historic point runs the “Great West Road.” From 
Marseilles and Milan the trader of Roman times tramps with his pack horses 
through the dust of the Via Aemilia until he reaches Verona: he enters by its 
western gate, refreshes his beasts, and through its eastern gate tramps off again 
by the Via Postumia to Aquileia (there is as yet no Venice) and the far-distant 
Danube. And Still to-day alongside the line of this “ Great West Road " you 
rumble impatiently past Verona in the Milan-Venice express. ‘The Yorkshire 
tourist with a Cook's ticket for the “ Queen of the Adriatic" in his pocket 
crosses the track—at Verona—of the Roman soldier going to join his unit at 
York. And between these two plain but very real people how many thousands 
of men and women, bound on what obscure or grand adventures, have traversed 
the streets of this old town! 


So much for the first map which shows the city lying between the high Alps 
and the rich Lombard plain, a gateway between Germany and Italy, a key desired 
by every conqueror. Now for a “close-up " : take a second map in hand, the 
plan of the city. (“Have a care,” whispered the Sub, “ they won't Stand much more 
of this—and we can’t afford to let our circulation go down.” “ All right,” said the Ed., 
a shade testily, “ Pz only going to talk about the Roman plan”) The Milan-Venice 
express draws up at the Porta Nuova station and porters shout “ Verona!” 
Act on your impulse, swing your suitcase out of the rack with one hand, take 
the city’s plan in the other, jump out and start walking. Just outside the station 
—at the bottom of the map—you reach a breach in the walls, the Porta Nuova, 
“ Newgate.” Great stone casemates, built by the Austrians, a decp dry moat, 
the mended face of a much older wall—this is the city boundary from the four- 
teenth to the nineteenth centuries. Pass it by. You are walking through 
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the outer zone of the city, mostly modern, loosely built upon and with many 
open spaces of market garden, for the city has never grown—probably never 
will grow—to its appointed limits. In a few minutes you pass through another 
and older wall (the dotted line 2—24 upon the plan), the red-brick, battlemented 
boundaty of the city, built when Stephen the Norman was misruling England. 
And now you have entered the second zone, the overcrowded, tortuous medi- 
eval city (* Cut out the Middle Ages!” came the warning voice of the Sub. The Ed. 
hurried on). On your right (H on the plan) is the noblest relic of Roman Verona, 
the Amphitheatre—but it was outside the ancient city wall and so, for the moment, 
you must pass it by, if you can. Cut across due northwards to the point marked 
B. And there, under a splendid double arch of sculptured stone, you will enter 
the Roman city. Is there any other Roman gate in Europe (except the Stone 
Bow at Lincoln) which still spans the traffic of a modern street? Is there any 
other Roman gate in the world which supports the overhead wires of an electric 
tram? As you pass beneath it you are stepping over the line once ploughed by 
a hot and bothered Roman governor, guiding a bull and a cow, one spring 
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afternoon in remote antiquity. Pass on, however, until the busy street opens 
suddenly into a busier open space at the point A—and here you shall be allowed 
to stand and rest and gaze and dream. All round you are the huge white umbrellas 
which try to shade piles of oranges and meloas, bales of gaudy cloth and ham- 
mered copper pans, pyramids of flowers and old books, and the bronzed faces 
of cheerful, haggling women. ‘This is the market place of modern Verona— 
because it was the market place, the Forwm, of the Romans, for mankind is con- 
servative, Where you stand at the point A, in the shadow of a marble column 
which holds up St. Mark’s winged lion, the 
symbol that Venice once ruled here, the Roman 
city laid its foundations. It was on this spot that 
a chair was set down ona spring morning long 
ago, so that a priest might watch the sunrise. 


Try to forget the colour and noise of the 
crowded market. Keep your eyes on the priest 
as he raises his arms, his left hand north-west, 
his right south-east. Follow his right hand: you 
will cross the market from end to end, you will 
look up at a balcony where Juliet once leaned 
out (“ Dowt harp om Juliet!” said the Sub), 
You will reach a hardware shop at the point 
C. The windows of the shop have rounded 
tops because they arc fitted into Roman arches, 
and on the ruined classical carvings outside two 
tin bath tubs hang for sale. This is the eastern 
gate of the old city, by which the trader set out 

The Gate (B on Map) for the Danube with his tired pack-horses. Or 

walk northward, before the priest’s face, to the 

river bank and you shall find yourself (at D) 

crossing the river by a noble bridge which still bears the chisel marks of the 

Roman mason. Go over it, and (at G) you shall stand on the stage of a Roman 
theatre carved out of the slope of the hill. 

And now imagine that all the picturesque buildings about you have been swept 
away, and that only the outlines of the present Streets remain on every side of 
the priest sitting in his chair. And Still the outlines will preserve the plan 
laid down with so much solemnity on that far-off spring morning. In 
front of the priests face (citratus) a main street runs to E, and behind his back 
(ultratus) to B : this is the main $treet—the Decumanus Maximus—of the old city, 
still 40 feet wide as the Romans laid it down. In the line of his outstretched 
right hand (dextratus) and left hand (sén/ffratus), from F to C, ran (and still, with 
interruptions, runs) the main cross $trect—Cardo Maximus—zo feet wide by 
Roman rule. And all the old city, as you can see by the shading on the plar, 
or, better still, by walking its streets, is ruled in squares, 280 feet, or thereabouts, 
each way. The outlines (Zzearz or subruacivity of these squares were laid down 
and numbered on that spring morning by the men with knotted cords and wooden 
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pegs tunning outwards from the pricst’s chair. The modern Via Stella of Verona, 
for instance, was once called “ Third Avenue South " (Decumanus tertius dextratus) 
and the modern Via Scala “Second Street West ” (Cardo secundus ultratus). 


There is nothing new under the sun, and Chicago is not planned with more cold- 
blooded symmetry than this. 


Fite the Sixth 


Three hundred years have passed since the mounted officer took possession 
of the Gaulish village of Verona in the name of Rome. It is a summer day 
in the year 11 of the Christian era. To-day the streets are full of citizens in holiday 
mood—for they celebrate the hundredth anniversary of the granting of the Roman 
franchise to their city. Follow this middle-aged citizen. He is a baker, who 
has shut his shop for the day, and has come out into the streets in his best clothes. 
A Celt from the north by ancestry, 
he no longer wears the barbarian 
trousers and long hair of his race, 
forheisafull citizen of the Roman 
“commonwealth of nations " and 
is proud of his short tunic and 
close-cropped head. This morning 
he has sat in the blazing sun in the 
hot Stone semicircle of the Theatre 
carved out of the Hill, laughing 
at the broad jokes of a play of 
Terence : the jokes are a hundred 
and fifty years old, but they wear 
well. And now he crosses the 
bridge to go to his afternoon’s ; 
entertainment. He walks in the shade of low, well-built blocks of 
houses, broken at regular intervals by a strip of blazing sunlight where a 
side $trect cuts across. At one point there is a stately temple with pink 
marble columns before it, at another the entrance to the public baths. Here 
in the Forum there is a wooden market hall, full of coloured fruit and loud 
bargaining, at another point a fountain, and yet further the imposing front of 
Government offices. He passes out of the southern gate where the stone paving 
is worn into ruts by chariot wheels. (He cannot possibly guess that the width 
between these ruts is, a thousand years later, to determine the gauge of the Great 
Western Railway! Or that electric tram lines will one day run precisely where 
these grooves are now worn in the stone !) He crosses a shadeless space outside 
the city walls, hazy with the dust kicked up by the fect of his fellow-citizens. 
Like all the world in Verona to-day he is going to the “ grand variety entertain- 
ment” to be held in the Amphitheatre. Not only his fellow-citizens but the 
villagers from round about are all there—20,000 eager faces tier above tier in 
this immense oval of stone. And there through the long summer afternoon 
they sit and chatter and shout and lay odds on the runners and the boxers. ‘There 
is a bull baited by dogs, and a fight between a man and a tiger which does not 

63 


The Bridge and the Hill 
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stop until both are mortally wounded. The grand “ set picce "" comes at the end 
when the big conduits from the river are opened and the arena is flooded two 
feet deep. Miniature war-galleys are pushed out from the cavernous archways 
at either end. They ate manned by little crews of slaves and row out to clash 
inthe middle. Thetussle begins. Oars are snapped, men hurled into the shallow 
water. The shouting of the spectators rises up and up—" Red wins!” ... 
“Curse that Blue coxswain!" As some man, smashed and bleeding, 
tumbles from the deck, the ladies stand up in their seats shrieking with 
i : delight, like Spanish ladies round a modern 
bull-ring. Evening draws on, and the westering 
sun now peeps below the ve/ar//», the great 
canvas curtain which shades the arena from 
side to side. Torches begin to flare and coloured 
fires to be let off. The arena pours its huge 
audience back into the city. The wine shops 
are open, there is dancing; there are happy 
family parties; here and there a brawl and 
broken heads at the street corner. Verona is 
at its heyday—an Imperial city to be proud of. 


Fitt the Sev nth 


Two hundred and fifty more ycars have 
passed. Wave after wave of German tribesmen 
roll over the Alps into Italy, and the Govern- 
ment at Rome is slipping from hopelessly corrupt 
and nerveless fingers. Here in the provinces itis 
only by generals who disregard the distant War Office and take the command into 
their own hands that the situation is being saved. At last the Emperor himself, 
onc of the most profligate and ignoble of all the Cæsars, is in Verona. In panic 
haste he is building up the negleéted walls of the city, carting the stones from 
the amphitheatre itself to repair the broken defences. His work is done none 
too soon. Before the year is out Verona is to beat off a tremendous barbarian 
attack, and to sustain one onslaught after another until, a century and a half 
later, it goes down into the darkness of Rome’s downfall. Before this same 
year (268) is out, the Emperor himself has been murdered by his mutinous 
troops at Milan. Before he marches thither to his miserable death he writes his 
name large upon the city gate, where you can still read it. And when a fellow 
like the Emperor Gallienus is allowed to put up such a bombastic inscription 
it is surcly time that the Empire came to an end. In other words (“ And now,” 
said the Ed. to the Sub., “ you can’t flop me using the sentence you crossed out when I 
flarted”’) the meretricious title of Colonia Augusla Verona Nova Gallienana already 
adumbrated the incluctable dissolution of the Roman hegemony. 


(“ Not another word,” said. the Sub. firmly, “ or we shart even have room for the 
Branch news.” So saying he put the Eid^s untidy manuscript into a large envelope aud 
posted it to the printer.) B. B 


The Amphitheatre 
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TOC H SCHOOLS TOURS 
In London 


HE Schools Tours which took place in London in January were based, in vety briefest 
outline, on the following programmes. From January 7 to 9, onc master and seven 
boys from Giggleswick, and one boy cach from Aldenham and Oundle, visited Bryant and May’s 
works, the clubs of the Dockland Settlement in Canning Town, the housing work of the St. 
Pancras House Improvement Society, the West Kensington Central School, the Victoria and 
Albert Docks, All Hallows, and Mark I for a typical Gucstnight. ‘The following week, January 
15 to 17, onc master and ten boys from Winchester carried out a similar programme, the factory 
in this case being Braby’s at Deptford, the school, Bermondsey Central School, and the clubs, 
Oxford House and Oxford and Bermondsey. Both parties were put up at Pierhead House, 

The following interesting comments come from G. G. F. Cartwright, of Winchester :— 

“My main impression of the tour was the great friendliness with which we were always 
greeted. Wherever we went, we were made to fecl welcome and at home—part of the show, 
and not merely visitors come to look on. 

“On our first evening—barcly recovered from a deafening but intensely interesting visit 
to Messrs. Braby’s tank works at Deptford—we went to a Guestnightat Mark I. On the way to 
Pembridge Gardens we found that if you go wrong on the Underground, you will certainly 
be late for dinner. However, after our wanderings, we had an excellent meal and a very 


pleasant evening. Our nights were spent at Pierhead House, where we found every comfort 
a sailor could desire, from bunk-beads to sirens. 


Anothet interesting visit was to the St. Pancras House Improvement Society’s new buildings 
in Somers Town. We could not help being impressed by the work that is being done, the 
contrast between new and old, and the obvious friendliness of the people. ‘To say that our 
chicf interest seemed more and more to focus on the ‘ Anchor,’ would be doing an injustice 
tothe party ; however, that part of the visit was unanimously voted also a great success. After 
leaving Somers Town, we paid a short visit to All Hallows, where we had the privilege of being 
shown round by Padre Money, who told us much that we should not otherwise have learned. 

“ Our tour ended all too soon on January 17, after a brief visit to the Vi€toria and Albert 
Docks. To us all—who know little of Toc H beyond that it is ‘a good thing '—this tour was 
of the greatest interest, and we are very grateful to all who made it so enjoyable.” 

Those who do not know a great deal about Schools Tours will see from the above their general 
object. This is to show boys the background against which Toc H and the clubs and scouts, 
which its members serve, work in a big industrial area. They see how other boys live, how 
they arc taught, where they work, and what can be done for their leisure hours after they have 
left school. Finally, they gct a glimpse of the family spirit issuing forth, haltingly at present, 
to face the great tasks in which some of them will take their share in days to come. 


m Manchester 
On January r3 and r4, 24 boys from Shrewsbury, Sedbergh, Giggleswick, Ellesmere and 
Aldenham took part in a tour with Mark IV as base. The demand was so great that parts of 
the programme had to be duplicated. It included a visit to Manchester Docks by launch, 
and others to the Crossley Motor Works, the Crossley Lads Club, a slum area, and a bxanch 
works of the Dunlop Rubber Company, with a Guestnight at Mark XIV as finale. 


In Leicester 
The first tour arranged by the S.S.B. in Leicester, on January 14 and 15, was attended by a 
party of seven boys from Repton and Uppingham. The Ashford Iron Works, an elementary 


school, and the Snibston Coal Mine were visited, and a night tour of Leicester was made after 
a Guestnight at Mark XI. 


6 


PT EN m ame 


THE FAITH THAT IS IN US 


Week-day Chriffianity. By the Rev. P. B. Clayton and the Rev. L. G. Appleton. Routledge 
Introdu&ions to Modern Knowledge, No. 13. 6d. 

The Padre in Toc H : A little Guide for Toc H Padres, By the Rev. R. H. L. Slater. Published 
by Toc H. 6d. 

It would be strange, indeed, if Toc H, after three years’ experience in war and ten of varied 
work in peace, had nothing to say about the plain man’s religion and about religion to the plain 
man. A great deal of first-hand experience, gained in and through Toc H, has now been collected 
in the handy form of these two little books and made available to everyone who carcs to read 
them. The books are complementary to each other—the first treats its most vital subjcét largely 
for the benefit of the layman, the second for that of the padre. But either can read the other’s 
book with pleasure and profit. The collaboration of Tubby and “ Appy " is a regular example 
of the Toc H method. Even if their respe&ive initials were not printed in brackets against the 
chapter headings on the contents page, you would have no difficulty in deciding which of them 
wrote this page or that. They make no attempt to find a common cross-bred style; they speak 
as two voices, distin& in tone but with a united purpose. Thelight which they throw upon their 
subje& from different angles serves but to make its essential message the more clear. And their 
message is well known but hard to learn and too little heeded by most of us—that Christianity 
was never meant to live in a cupboard for six days of the week and have a fragmentary day out 
on the seventh. Tubby in a chapter on the “team spirit "—2 chapter where fantasy becomes 
severely practical and humour clothes dead earnest—pidtures an Apostolic Rip-van-Winkle's 
astonishment at our modern weekly church-going. ‘‘ We had no buildings to sustain," says this 
ancient, ** no pews to fill, no temples to lockup . . . The Holy Ghost within made every 
life a chalice, and every place and portico a pulpit for our friendly and converting conversation. 
We talked Christ when we toiled, we sang Him as we sowed the seed or sailed the sea.” And 
the talk does not stay at that—it leads straight on to a really disconcerting proposal. Supposing 
some congregations were to decide, here and now, that they deserved none of the ‘ amenities’ 
of worship until they had earned them, supposing they stripped their churches of every single 
thing except the two indispensables—the Cup and the Book-—supposing they set out to win each 
item back by a definite job begun and accomplished—the litany desk by prison visiting, the 
organ to be unlocked only when every deaf and dumb dweller in the parish was found and cared 
for, and so on. Fantastic ?—but why not make the experiment? “ Appy " reads old words 
afresh when he gives us “a first impression of Jesus Christ." He tackles one of the oldest 
and most obstinate problems, that of “ pain in everyday life," very briefly but in a way which will 
reassure many puzzled people. He summarises “ the purpose of life " admirably in seven pages, 
The very brevity of this little book makes the reader eager for what still remains to be said and 
done. It is not the fruit of laborious hours in the study, so much as the experience of two men 
living among men. 

The title of Bob Slater’s book, it will be noticed, is the same as that of a much smaller pamphlet 
which has been in use in Toc H for some time, but his is a much fuller treatment of the subje& 
which will doubtless take the place of the earlier Padre in Toe H at once. His sub-title—A 
Little Guide for all Toe H Padres—shows at once what the scope and use of the book is to be, 
It is no dry-as-dust professional handbook, for, as Tubby says in the foreword, “ it has a mettle- 
some Nonhern tang from time to time, behind which readers may scarcely recognise the handi- 
work of a President of the Cambridge Union." And, indeed, the strenuous experience of 

Starting and running Mark XVIII at Newcastle, combined with a trained literary gift, has 
produced just what a Padre, coming into Toc H or already at work in an Area, Branch, Group 
or House, will find most valuable. The Padre’s brother officers in his Toc H unit, on whose 
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co-operation much of his work will depend, should surely also read this book, and any member 
who takes it up will find much to interest and stimulate him. This was Bob Slater’s parting gift 
to us aJ] before he sailed to Rangoon, and we thank him mo&t heartily for it. 

* * * 

What is the Kingdom of Heaven? By A. Clutton Brock, An abridged edition for use in schools, 
By Cecil Grant and Francis House. Methuen: 2s. 

This little book, the publication of which is in no way connected with Toc H, is a simple and 
Straightforward exposition of the philosophy upon which Toc H is founded. Pilots, and all 
who seek to exercise a teaching Office in our movement, will find it worthy of study, and, having 
read it, will probably lend or recommend it to others, The following quotation will serve to 
make our point :—‘‘We cannot be saved separately, but must be saved, if at all, together with 
others, Just as a tune is not a tune until all the notes of it are rightly related to each other, 
so the Kingdom of Heaven is not fully the Kingdom of Heaven for us until we are all of it. 
There is implied in the doétrine of the Kingdom of Heaven a doétrine of fellowship which, 
hitherto, we have enjoyed with our emotions but never grasped with our intelligence." 


A Parish Gives a Lead 


The Heaton Review (2s. annually) occupics a unique position among English periodicals, in 
that it is a produ&tion of very high literary standard and great typographical beauty, which is 
published entirely under the acyis of a parish church. As the monasteries of the Middle Ages 
were the homes of the art and culture of their time, so this church in Bradford aims at becoming 
the centre of a rich and characteristic literary life which shall be a living part of the distri& around. 
To the third volume, Hugh Walpole prefaces a stimulating Foreword and Sir Oliver Lodge 
contributes an article on “ The Objeét of Life," but more interesting even than these is 
the very real expression of a local creative pride in prose and verse and art by comparatively 
unknown contributors, Of special appeal to Toc H members is an essay by the Rev. David 
Railton on the origins of the idca of an Unknown Warrior’s Tomb. The Review can be obtained 
from the Editor, George G. Hopkinson, Brier Hill, Carlton Drive, Bradford. 


The Legion Book 


We have been asked to draw attention to The Legion Book (Cassell’s : one guinea), a beautiful 
produétion of work by the foremost writers and artists of the day, collected by H.R.H. the 
Prince of Wales and sold in aid of the British Legion by the wishes of His Majesty the King 
as a thank-offering for his recovery. It is most certainly an acquisition to be read and appreciated, 
not only by the individual, but also by any Branch or Group that wishes to swell its library 
with an odd guinea overflowing from funds that tend to be habitually slender. Especially is it 
suitable for the latter purpose, in that every single member will find some source of enjoyment 
in a programme that includes Binyon and Blunden, Wallace and Wodehouse, Chesterton and 
Churchill, and is illustrated most delightfully in every manner from Strube’s to Sargent’s. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Cliff Johnson and Jim Sheppard : Cottingham Branch 


Cottingham suffered a severe loss when, in one month, both CLIFF JOHNSON and Jim SHEPPARD 
joined the Elder Brethren. The latter had recently been transferred to West Hartlepool, where 
he was working. Though the Branch is now the poorer through the loss of their work and 
personalities, it is the richer for an inspiring and sacred store of memories. 
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THE LONDON SPORTS CLUB 


"pss Sports Club held a very successful dance on November 19th at Australia House, when 
about £35 profit was made for Club funds. A second dance will be held at the same 
place on Tuesday, April 1, which it is anticipated will be as well supported. 


Athletic Mecting 


The fourth Annual Athletic Meeting will take place at the Duke of York’s Headquarters, 
Chelsea, on Saturday, May 3, 1930. Further particulars may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 
J. Mallet, or the Hon. Treasurer, W. J. Musters, at 1, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. Entries close 
on Monday, April 14, and whilst no definite programme has as yet been drawn up, it is anticipated 
that this will be much as last year. 


The Rugger Club 


The Toc H Seven a Side Tournament will take place on Saturday, April s, at New Barnet. All 
particulars can be obtained from, and entries should be sent to, Geoffrey Batchelar, Talbot 
House, 42, Trinity Square, E.C.3. Details will be announced later and Secretaries will be advised 
in due course. 

The Club as a whole is forging ahead and it is confidentaly anticipated that Toc H will become 
a first class side within five years, Dr. Collis, the old Irish International, who has been President 
of the Club since its inception, hopes to play a much more active part in the future. He assisted 
the 1$t XV in defeating the Hong Kong Bank last December, and hopes to play morc regularly 
next year, in addition to taking on the Chairmanship of the Committee. It is hoped that other 
members of Toc H will follow his example, as a strengthened fixture card has been arranged. 

The total membership of the Club, which is a record, is 122 players and 47 honorary members, 
and five teams arc placed in the field regularly. The rst XV will stay at Mark V, Southampton, 
over the Easter week-end, when games will be played against the Old Edwardians at Southamp- 
ton on Saturday and Portsmouth at Portsmouth on Monday. Keen team work has especially 
contributed to the results of the current season, and Arber and Hirst, captains of the 1st and “ B” 
teams respectively, are to be especially congratulated on the results : 


Team. Plaved. Won. Drawn, Lost. Points for. Points against. 
Ist eve oes aes 16 12 — 4 216 99 
A IM ect s 15 II — 4 196 102 
Extra A an 1 16 S 8 I4I 119 
B eos T. e 18 15 2 I 228 32 
Extra B 6^ des 14 3 — DI or 273 
All teams  ... eee 79 49 2 28 842 625 

J. M. 


The Soccer Club 


The Soccer Section of the London Sports Club is indulging in a large slice of the cake supere 
vised by Dame Fortune. Unfortunately, it is nearly all of the “ mis" variety. This wayward 
lady has caused the 1st team to play five consecutive games with a player short for at least ome 
complete half of each game. “ Taffy " Davis, “ Hurry ” Phillips, and Bob Wilson (of Drama 
League fame) have all received injuries which are keeping them out of the game. This has te- 
sulted in a general lowering of the standard so painstakingly built up last season and the Club 
record is not too good. It reads :— 

Played 50 Won 12 Lost 29 Drawn 9 Goals for 123 Against 186 

The ** A” team, depleted by the calls of the 1st XI, has contested many good games with the 
School sides. These are keenly appreciated by the boys, who make no effort to hide their 
enjoyment when they beat their seniors. 
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‘The “ Extra A ” team has met and held its own with some very good teams, and recently drew 
with the Royal College of Science ist KI. The“ B" XI has yet to record its first victory. 

Old members of the Club will be interested to know that “ Mus " is once again keeping goal 
for the 1$t XI; he is also the Club’s Captain. LRH 


The Swim ming Club 


The Season commences on Tuesday, April 8, and the Hon. Secretary, J. W. Goodwillie, 23, 
Cautley Avenue, Clapham Common, S.W.4, will be glad to hear from prospective members. 
The Committee have nominated W. S. Harvey as Chairman and P. E. Dunkley as Captain for the 
forthcoming year, which, it is anticipated, will be very successful. An expert coach will be 
present on Swimming nights. 


The Cricket Club 


Last year the Cricket Club had a most successful season, the first team winning quite three- 
quarters of its matches. In the coming summer the Club, with Mason, of Mark I, as captain, 
hopes to have an even better timc, and for the first half of the season, at least, will field three 
elevens every Saturday. To do this with a minimum of trouble, however, the Club needs 
morc support, and the secretary, W. T. Irish of Mark VII, will be pleased to receive the names 
of al! intending members. 

At the Annual General Meeting the subscription was fixed for the present year at 15s., which 
is still below that of most London clubs. The wicket at New Barnet has received much 
attention and should bc in good condition for the first games in April. YW. LI 


A TOC H NIGHT CLUB 


“ATO keep Sunday nights really well; to be pally, but orderly ; to be courteous to visitors > 

A. to make the show self-supporting ; and to make the city proud of the show.” 

Such was the programme which beckoned wandering lads and girls from the dull, wet streets 
of Leicester one autumn Sunday night in 1927, to steaming coffee, cheerful music, and friendly 
companionship. Toc H and L.W.H. were young enough to feel the real need of pagan street 
nomads whose only vice was their aimlessness. The response hesitated, hung in the balance, 
then swept down overwhelmingly on the other side. In the first year 500 came, rowdy some- 
times, suspicious sometimes, but soon persuaded, almost against their will, that this was a show 
which would take away their sense of inferiority and the evening-long necessity of being moved 
on by an unsympathetic policeman. 

So Bridge House and the Leicester Sunday Night Club grew, and Sunday night became no 
longer a melancholy parade of cheerless streets, but an evening of warmth and friendliness— with 
music for those who would listen, books for those who would read, and games for those who 
wanted movement and cheerfulness. Ina little while the room was too small. There were house- 
movings and alarums, but the club went on and prospered. Half a dozen side-shows added 
variety and colour to the original plan. Numbers swelled and overflowed. 

Then came an impasse. To go on as before with a job too big for inadequate accommodation ? 
To decentralise into smaller halls with greater total membership and the co-operation of church 
and chapel? Or finally to acquire a building which should be the real centre of the city’s youth ? 

Circumstances forced the middle course, and to-day there flourish all over Leicester warm and 
comfortable refuges from the boredom of Sunday night in the streets. The work still increases 
and goes forward. 

But behind this is still the vision of a great centre where all the city’s youth shall meet in 


friendliness for the right development of every phase of body, mind and spirit. 
Can it come true ? 
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THE PASSION PLAY PILGRIMAGE 


Pree ele RY notice of the Toc H Pilgrimage to Oberammergau to see the Passion 
JC Play appeared in the JournaL for October, 1929, p. 324. It is now repeated, with 
a few modifications. As most people already know, this great act of Christian witness, begun 
by a South German village three centuries ago, is repeated every ten years. The journey— 
almost to the Austrian frontier—is long and cannot but be costly, but it is worth while for any 
member of Toc H or L.W.H. to make a real effort to accomplish it. All arrangements for 
a Toc H party of 100 have now been made with Messrs. Thos. Cook, and already nearly 7o 
members have booked places in it. 

PROGRAMME (times approximate) :—Saturday, Angust 23—leave London, 8 a.m., arrive 
Brussels 4.30 p.m., where Brussels Toc H will doubtless welcome the party. Stay the night. 
Sunday, Angus 24--leave Brussels 5 p.m. for a night in the train. Monday, August 25—arrive 
Munich, 8.40 a.m., breakfast and lunch there, leave Munich 3.30 p.m. arriving Oberammergau 
6.30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Angust 26, 27, 28—at Oberammergau. Wednesday 
(8 a.m.-6 p.m.) will be given to secing the Passion Play. Friday, August 29—leave Oberam- 
mergau 8.30 a.m., lunch in Munich, by train to Wiesbaden. Saturday, Angust 50— leave Wies- 
baden after lunch by Rhine steamer, disembarking at Cologne 9.45 p.m. Leave Cologne 
1a.m. for home. Sunday, Augu 31—arrive London 4 p.m. 

THE Cosr (which includes all travelling from London to London, necessary meals, billets, 
ticket for the Play) is £16 19s. Gd. Members will clearly want a little extra money for a pass- 
port, odd shopping, refreshments, etc. Aim at a total of {20 at the outside. A Deposit of 
£1 is essential in order to secure a place in the party. This should be sent as soou as possible 
to the Secretary, Passion Play Pilgrimage, 1, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, S. W..1. 

ExTeENs1ons : Members who can manage it will be well advised to spend more time in Bavaria 
or the Austrian or Italian Tyrol after seeing the Play. Some will want to make up walking 
parties, others to Stay in some small hotel. Arrangements for this can be made. 


For Tr mpers in Germany 


Meanwhile there are a good many members who walked on the Rhine or in the Black Forest 
last Summer who want to repeat a very happy experience, and more who would like to sample 
it for the first time. Such parties will not be centrally organised, as they were from Nottingham 
last year. It is suggested that those wishing to go would find the following a simple and 
practical method of procedure: 

1. Get in touch with your Area Secretary (or Distri& Secretary, where a Distri&t is large 
enough) and ask him to circularise all Branches and Groups in his Area or District, to the effeà 
that you are wanting to tramp in Germany and would like to form a party. Don’t forget to 
give your name and address (members often do!) 

z. The Black Forest is suggested as a most suitable place, and the guide of Ormie Wilson’s 
post-Pilgrimage party of last year knows the country well and is very willing to arrange 
your tour on the other side. So get your party together first, and then write to Walter Richter, 
Bismarckstrasse 18, Freiburg-im-Breisgau, Germany. 

3. For details of the cheapest way to get there and back write to an old friend of Toc H, 
W. J. Butt, c/o Messrs. Pickfords, Ltd., 21, Cockspur Street, London, S.W.1, 

The cost of such a holiday, even including the long journey, compares favourably with a 
noliday at home, and the interest and value of it, from the Toc H point of view, is very great, 
The magazine of the “ D.J.H." (German Youth Hostels movement) for December records that 

membership cards were issued in 1929 to 785 English trampers and 38 English leaders of parties: 
something like a quarter of these must have been members of Toc H. 


79 


TU Ir a tee me ts 


COURAGE WINS! 


“I HAVE NO FEARS NOW; THEY HAVE ALL DISAPPEARED,” WRITES 
A BUSINESS MAN AFTER TAKING A COURSE OF PELMANISM. 


s OURAGE wins!” says a famous news- 

paper in a leading article. ‘No Success 
without risk." — This is perfectly true. “ These 
are times which demand bold resolutions,” con- 
tinues this newspaper. “ Our race won its great 
place in the world because it was ncver afraid to 
take risks and because it combined the utmost 
daring in conception with the coolest resolution 
in execution. The man who waits for disasters 
is the man who goes under, The man who, like 
Farragut, puts his ship ahead with the order, 
‘Damn the torpedoes,’ if he perishes perishes 
gloriously, but 99 times out of 100 stcers to 
victory.” 

This is the spirit that wins success. And, as 
letters quoted in this article show, this is the 
spirit which is developed by  Pelmanism. 
Thousands of able and clever men and women 
fail every year to rise to higher positions because 
they lack Self-Confidence and Courage and are 
subject to various forms of Fear, Timidity, 
Shvness, and Irresolution. | All these weaknesses 
and failings are swept away by Pelmanism and 
in their place there develops a strong Self- 
Confidence and " Will to Win," which, when 
accompanied by the general all-round efficiency 
secured by those who take the Pclman Course, 
wins the notice, approval and trust of others 
and carries its fortunate possessor, irresistibly 
to success. 

A Soldier writes: '' It has helped me to pass three 


stif examinations and given me the conhdence to 
tackle a fourth.'"—(G 3209$) 


A Shop Assistant reports as a result of Pelman- 
ism: “ Much more confidence and more interest. 
Determined, assertive and less blushing. Ican now 
give orders without signs of nerves."—(P 32098.) 


A Clerk writes: ‘‘I now feel that I now control 
my destiny, as distinct from my previous feeling 
that it controlled me. I feel more like the driver, 
and less like a piece of machinery.’’—(C 32368) 

A Business Man writes: “F have no fears 
now; they have all disappeared. My rather timid 
disposition has become a resolved, determined 
disposition. My capacity for work is far greater than 
that of a year ago." —(G 31329.) 


A Teacher writes: “I am more observant, 
persevering and confident. I do not shirk re- 
sponsibility as I used todo. I have now a perma- 
nent post in a Church school where there are five 
teachers. Iam next to the Head Master, although 
I am by far the youngest member of the staff.''— 
(J 31134.) 


An Accoun'ant writes: '' My mind has been stim- 
ulated by the Course, and this was my object at 
the commencement, but now I find I have received 
many other unexpected benefits. Iam learning to 
appreciate Nature, Poetry, and Literature, and I 
am indebted to the Institute for introducing new 
interests into my life."—(C S 2286.) 

Many more instances are recorded in an 
interesting book entitled '* The Efficient Mind,” 
a copy of which can be obtaincd—free of cost— 
by every reader who calls or writes for it to-day. 


This book clearly shows that Pcelmanism is 
not merely a system which develops earning 
capacity (although it does this as well): it is a 
method of scientifically training the mind which 
develops your Personal Power and strengthens 
your Personality. 


Amongst the mental qualities strengthened 
and developed by Pelmanism are— 


—Concentration —Self-Confidence 
—Observation —Personality 
—Optimism —Presence of Mind 
— Judgment —Tact 

— Initiative —Cheerfulness 
—Will-Power —Self-Control 
—Decision —Reliability 
—RBusiness Acumen  —Salesmanship 
—Resourcefulness — —Originality 


—Organising Power —A Reliable Memory 


These are the qualities which make the differ- 
ence between one who dares and does and one 
who weakly drifts through life, between failure 
and Success. 


These are the qualities you can now strengthen 
and develop by means of Pelmanism. 


The Pelman Course is fully explained in “The 
Efficient Mind." To get a free copy of this book 
write (or call) to-day to the Pelman_ Institute, 

188, Pelman House, Bloomsbury 

AAN Street, London, W.C.1. A copy of 

this book, with full particulars 
of the Course, will be seat you 
by return, gratis and post- 


bint \ free. Call or write to day. 
à Read hi U al th 
fora cosy P Aenders who can cai a. 16 
of iis Bosk — cy Tastiute will be cordially wel- 
TOBA = comed. The | Chief Consultant 
c will be delighted to have a talk 
with them, and no fee will be charged for his advice. 
Overseas Branches: PARIS, 35, Rue Boissy d'Anglas, NEW YORK, 


21, West 45th Street, MELBOURNE, 396, Flinders Lane. DURBAN, 
Natal Bank Chambers, DELHI, xo, Alipore Road. 
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THE PASSION PLAY PILGRIMAGE 


PANELES EY notice of the Toc H Pilgrimage to Oberammergau to see the Passion 

Play appeared in the JouRNAL for October, 1929, p. 324. It is now repeated, with 
a few modifications. As most people already know, this great a& of Christian witness, begun 
by a South German village three centuries ago, is repeated every ten years. The journey— 
almost to the Austrian frontier—is long and cannot but be costly, but it is worth while for any 
member of Toc H or L.W.H. to make a real effort to accomplish it. All arrangements for 
a Toc H party of 100 have now been made with Messrs. Thos. Cook, and already nearly 7o 
members have booked places in it. 

PROGRAMME (times approximate) :—Saturday, Augu 23—leave London, 8 a.m., arrive 
Brussels 4.30 p.m., where Brussels Toc H will doubtless welcome the party. Stay the night. 
Sunday, Angust 24—leave Brussels 5 p.m. for a night in the train. Monday, Angust 25-—arrive 
Munich, 8.40 a.m., breakfast and lunch there, leave Munich 3.30 p.m. arriving Oberammergau 
6.30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Angust 26, 27, 28—at Oberammergau. Wednesday 
(8 a.m.-6 p.m.) will be given to seeing the Passion Play. Friday, Augnuff 29—lcave Oberam- 
mergau 8.30 a.m., lunch in Munich, by train to Wiesbaden. Saturday, August 30 —lcave Wies- 
baden after lunch by Rhine steamer, disembarking at Cologne 9.45 p.m. Leave Cologne 
ta.m. for home. Sunday, August 31—arrive London 4 p.m. 

THE Cost (which includes all travelling from London to London, necessary meals, billets, 
ticket for the Play) is £16 19s. Gd. Members will clearly want a little extra money for a pass- 
port, odd shopping, refreshments, etc. Aim at a total of £20 at the outside. A Deposit of 
£1 is essential in order to secure a place in the party. This should be sent as soon as possible 
to the Secretary, Passion Play Pilgrimage, 1, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, S.W.1. 

ExrENSIONS : Members who can manage it will be well advised to spend more time in Bavaria 
or the Austrian or Italian Tyrol after seeing the Play. Some will want to make up walking 
parties, others to Stay in some small hotel. Arrangements for this can be made. 


For Trampers in Germany 


Meanwhile there are a good many members who walked on the Rhine or in the Black Forest 
last Summer who want to repeat a very happy experience, and more who would like to sample 
it for the first time. Such parties will not be centrally organised, as they were from Nottingham 
last year. It is suggested that those wishing to go would find the following a simple and 
practical method of procedure : 

1. Get in touch with your Area Secretary (or District Secretary, where a Distriét is large 
enough) and ask him to circularise all Branches and Groups in his Area or District, to the effect 
that you are wanting to tramp ia Germany and would like to form a party. Don't forget to 
give your name and address (members often do!) 

2. 'The Black Forest is suggested as a most suitable place, and the guide of Ormie Wilson's 
post-Pilgrimage party of last year knows the country well and is very willing to arrange 
your tour on the other side. So get your party together first, and then write to Walter Richter, 
Bismarckstrasse 18, Freiburg-im-Breisgau, Germany. 

5. For details of the cheapest way to get there and back write to an old friend of Toc H, 
W. J. Butt, c/o Messrs. Pickfords, Ltd., 21, Cockspur Street, London, S.W.1. 

The cost of such a holiday, even including the long journey, compares favourably with 4 
noliday at home, and the interest and value of it, from the Toc H point of view, is very great, 
The magazine of the ** D.J.H." (German Youth Hostels movement) for December records that 

membership cards were issued in 1929 to 785 English trampers and 58 English leaders of parties: 
something like a quarter of these must have been members of Toc H. 
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COURAGE WINS! 


“I HAVE NO FEARS NOW; THEY HAVE ALL DISAPPEARED,” WRITES 
A BUSINESS MAN AFTER TAKING A COURSE OF PELMANISM. 


OURAGE wins!" says a famous news- 
paper in a leading article. ‘ No Success 
without risk." This is perfectly true. ‘‘ These 
are times which demand bold resolutions,” con- 
tinues this newspaper. '* Our race won its great 
place in the world because it was never afraid to 
take risks and because it combined the utmost 
daring in conception with the coolest resolution 
in execution. The man who waits for disasters 
is the man who goes under. The man who, like 
Tarragut, puts his ship ahead with the order, 
‘Damn the torpedoes,’ if he perishes perishes 
gloriously, but 99 times out of 100 steers to 
victory.” 

This is the spirit that wins success. And, as 
letters quoted in this article show, this is the 
spirit which is developed by Pclmanism. 
Thousands of able and clever men and women 
failevery year to rise to higher positions because 
they lack Sclf-Confidence and Courage and are 
subject to various forms of Fear, Timidity, 
Shyness, and Irresolution. | All these weaknesses 
and failings are swept away by Pelmanism and 
in their place there develops a strong Self- 
Confidence and “ Will to Win," which, when 
accompanied by the gencral all-round efficiency 
secured by those who take the Pelman Course, 
wins the notice, approval and trust of others 
and carries its fortunate possessor, irresistibl: 
to success. 

A Soldier writes: “ It has helped me to pass three 


stiff examinations and given me the confidence to 
tackle a fourth,’’—(G 32098) 


A Shop Assistant reports as a result of Pelman- 
ism: ' Much more confidence and more interest. 
Determined, assertive and less blushing. Ican now 
give orders without signs of nerves."—(P 32098.) 


A Clerk writes: ‘I now fce! that I now control 
my destiny, as distinct from my previous fecling 
that it controlled me. I feel more like the driver, 
and less like a piece of machinery." —(C 32368) 


A Business Man writes: "I have no fears 
now; they have all disappeared. My rather timid 
disposition has become a resolved, determined 
disposition. My capacity for work is far greater than 
that of a year ago.""—(G 31329.) 


A Teacher writes: “I am more observant, 
persevering and confident. I do not shirk re- 
sponsibility as I used todo. I have now a perma- 
nent post in a Church school where there are five 
teachers. Iam next to the Head Master, although 
I am by far the youngest member of the staf.” — 
(J 31134.) 


An Accountant writes: ‘‘ My mind has been stim- 
ulated by the Course, and this was my object at 
the commencement, but now I find I have received 
many other unexpected benefits. Iam learning to 
appreciate Nature, Poetry, and Literature, and I 
am indebted to the Institute for introducing new 
interests into my life.’’—(C S 2286.) 

. Many more instances are recorded in an 
interesting book entitled ** The Efficient Mind,” 
a copy of which can be obtained—free of cost— 
by every reader who calls or writes for it to-day. 


This book clearly shows that Pelmanism is 
not merely a system which develops earning 
capacity (although it does this as well): it is a 
method of scientifically training the mind which 
develops your Personal Power and strengthens 
your Personality. 


Amongst the mental qualities strengthened 
and developed by Pelmanism are— 


— Concentration —Self-Confidence 
—Observation —Personality 
—Optimism —Presence of Mind 
— Judgment — Tact 

— Initiative —Cheerfulness 
—Will-Power —Self-Control 
—Decision — Reliability 
—Business Acumen  —Salesmanship 
—Resourcefulness = —Originality 


—Organising Power —A Reliable Memory 
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These are the qualities which make the differ- 
ence between one who dares and does and one 
who weakly drifts through life, between failure 
and Success, 


These are the qualities you can now strengthen 
and develop by means of Pelmanism. 


The Pelman Course is fully explained in ‘‘ The 
Efficient Mind." To get a free copy of this book 
write (or call) to-day to the Pelman Institute, 

A 188, Pelman House, Bloomsbury 
R Street, London, W.C.1. A copy of 
Ves =e 


this book, with full particulars 
of the Course, will be sent you 
by return, gratis and post- 
ALES free. Call or write to day. 
f Readers who can call at the 
Ceba A] Institute will be cordially wel- 
SF comed. The Chief Consultant 
Toby will be delighted to have a talk 
with them, and no fee will be charged for his advice. 
Overseas Branches: PARIS, 35, Rue Boissy d'Anglas, NEW YORK, 


71, West 45th Street. MELBOURNE, 396, Flinders Lane. DURBAN, 
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Just Published. 8vo., 600 pp. 12s. 6d. 


THE PRINCIPLES OF THEOLOGY. 


An Introduction to the Thirty-Nino Articles. By the late 
W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D. 


* Impertant as his previous writings have heen it ls 
no erazgeration to sav that all his earlier work will bo 
surpassed Ly the volume which is now published.'— 
TÀe Rev, T. W. Gilbert, D.D. 


Filtieth Thousand. 
Cloth Gilt, 2s. 6d. ; cloth limp, 2s.; 


THE CATHOLIC FAITH. 


A Manual of Instruction for Members of tho Church of 
England. By the lato W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D. 

“The plan of tho work is simple, but wonderfully 
comprehensive: tho stylo is as far as possible non- 


polemical, nnd the faots and arguments are presented with 
great clearness and force.’’— Church of England Newspaper. 


paper covor, is. 6d. 


Juat Published. 2s. 6d. 


THE FAITH OF AN ENGLISH CHURCHMAN. 
By ALBERT MITCHELL. 


“ We recommend this book to our rendera. It contains 
the essential Evangelical truths which the preeent age 
sadly needs. . . ."—-The Record. 


Second and Enlarged Edition. Illustrated 5s. 


THE ENGLISH CHURCH AND THE REFORMATION 


By Rev. C. SYDNEY CARTER, M.A. 


“ It la not too much to eay that, within its compass, 
it ia by fnr the best summary of the English Reformation, 
and furnishes by far the best introduction to that great 
and perennially Interesting subject that we possess."— 
Church Gazette. 


Third Impression.  Illuatrated. 2s. 6d. 


THE LAYMAN'S HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


By Rev. G. R. BALLEINE, M.A. 


** It is difficult to speak too highly of this admirable 
little book. . . No better book cnn bo given to n 
ohurch worker, official, or person, whoever ho or sho may 
bc."— Lirerpool Diocesan Gazeue. 


New Edition. 1s. 


HELPS TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
A Manual for Communicants with the Communion Service. 
By Rev. T. W. GILBERT, D.D. 


“ There arc alwnya now manuals appenrine addressed to 
Confirmees and Communicants, but it is a long tIme since 
Pa fu one so excellent in every rcespoct."— The Life of 

au. 


Second Edition. 2s. 


THE CREED OF A YOUNG CHURCHMAN 


By tho BISHOP OF CHELMSFORD. 


“ We are not surpriecd that a book ao brightly written, 
truo to tho teaching of Holy Scripture and well pronor- 
tioned, should be continually in demand as a manual for 
Conflrmation."— The Record. 


ALL PRICES ARE NET. POSTAGE EXTRA. 
WRITE FOR A CATALOGUE OF PUBLICATIONS. 
To be obtained from— 


THE CHURCH BOOK ROOM 
7, Wine Office Court, Fleet St., London, E.C.4. 
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THE THREEPOINTS of this TRIANGLE are: 


l. Many unhappy little ones have 
lost home, health and happiness. 


2. Four thousand of these have found 
them again in the Children's Home. 


3. Your generous help is the 
means of their continued secunty. 


NATIONAL CHILDREN'S HOME 
weeded by AND ORPHANAGE 


Dr. Stephenson) 
30 BRANCHES 4,000 CHILDREN 
Principal: Rev. W. Hodson Smith 
General Treacure:n : 


Sir Charles C. Wakefleld, Bart., C.B_E. 
Sir Thoma, Barlow, Bart., M.D. F.R.S. 


Chief Offices: Highbury Park Loudon, N.5. 


Remittanoes may bo forwarded through any 
M Branch ef the Midland Bank, Ltd. p, 


ALL BRITISH 
THEREFORE BEST! 
FRA 
IN PACKETS AND TINS ONL} 


SERVICE TO THE BLIND 

S B.L. stands for Servers of the Blind League (Head Office, 3, Upper Woburn Place, W.C.1). 
iJ. The work of the League has advanced considerably this year. A new club for the adult 
blind has been opened in Brixton. Many branches and clubs of Toc H throughout England 
very kindly arranged holidays for the blind during the summer, and several of the blind have 
benefited greatly by a weck’s holiday at Harold Wood organised by Toc H. Many of these 
blind folk have never been in the country in their lives, and their letters of appreciation and 
thanks are most touching. 

The Essex County Association has approached the League with a view to opening, in Ilford, 
a social club for the blind in Barking and Ilford ; also in other parts of England the League has 
been approached with a view to opening some clubs for the adult blind. These clubs give the 
blind an opportunity of meeting cach other socially, and in addition advice, assistance and 
educational facilities arc afforded to the club members, and in necessitous cases grants are given. 

The League is also responsible for the Ellen Terry National Homes for Blind Defective 
Children, where special care and training are provided for these children, who are so severcly 
handicapped in life. There are so many children on the waiting list of the Ellen Terry Homes at 
Reigate that the League is urged by the Board of Control and the Board of Education to open an 
additional Home for some of the older children. A new Home is now being built, and it is hoped 
that it will be opened in the early summer. 

The League is holding a Daffodil Day in London on Saturday, March 15, in aid of the extension 
of the work of the clubs and the Homes at Reigate. Funds are urgently needed on behalf of the 
blind men and women, and especially for the children who in addition to their blindness are the 
most helpless of all blind —children who are mentally defective. The League is indeed most 
grateful for all the help received from Toc H, and now appeals for the co-operation of any 
branch of Toc H within the Metropolitan area. Offers of assistance, either by undertaking to 
organise a distri&t or by supplying individual help, will be most gratefully received by the 
Appeals Organiser, 5, Upper Woburn Place, W.C.1. 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


Ø 'TunBv, we much regret to announce, has 
been far from well lately and is going to rest 
for several months. He will, therefore, be 
unable to make any engagements at present. 
Ø We welcome the appointment of CHARLES 
GARNER FREESTON (late Secretary, Altrincham 
Branch) as Secretary, South Eastern Area. 

4 Tubby will give his annual PANCAKE PARTY 
on Shrove Tuesday, Match 4, at 7.30 for 8 p.m., 
in the Wandsworth Baths Hall. R. C. Sheriff, 
author of Journey’s End, will be among the chief 
guests. Tickets from “ The Chef ” at H.Q. 
@ Secretaries’ List: Additions and Alterations. 
(a) New Groups: Horncastie, H. Richard- 
son, 30, Queen Street; PONTYPRIDD, E. V. 
Thomas, 11, Bertha Street, Treforest; RAMS- 
GATE, N. Phillips, 2, Mount Pleasant Villas, 
Margate Road; STRATFORD, R. J. Sandy, 
22, The Green, Water Lane, E.15 ; WEST 
Wicur, J. B. Corbett, '* Furzefields,” Totland 


Bay, I. o. W. Overseas—Australia: MOUNT 
BARKER (S.A.), M. Archer. Iraq: HiNAIDI- 
BAGHDAD, Corpl. W. H. Clayton, A Squadron, 
Aircraft Depot, R.A.F., Hinaidi. India: Ban- 
GALORE, Pte. A. J. Wood, A Coy., ıt R.W. 
Kent Regt., Baird Barracks. 

(b) Change of Secretary—Acron, H. P. 
Millard, 63, Beresford Avenue, Hanwell, 
W.7; BETHNAL Green, W. G. Jones, 43, 
Braxendale Street, E.2;. BIRMINGHAM, H. 
Turner, ro, Jardine Road, Aston; BRISTOL, 
A. H. Stride, Mark IX, Clifton; BROMLEY 
Disrnicr, T. A. Bushell, 53, Barham Road, 
Chislehurst; BroxBourNngE, C. G. D. Gillett, 
16, Hartland Villas, High Road; CARDIFF, 
A. J. Ware, “ Marland,” Clodien Avenue, 
The Heath; CHELTENHAM, E. J. Lafford, 
2, Berkeley Street; CHELTENHAM A, J. H. 
Jenkins,  ''Lindhurst," Fairfield Road; 
CRANBURY, H. W. Peters, 13, Paynes Road, 
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Freemantle; DzNABY AND CONISBOROUGH, 
G. F. Grindell, 70, Daylands Avenue, Conis- 
borough; Deprrorp, G. Sibun, 132, Malpas 
Road, New Cross, S.E.14; DONCASTER, E. 
A. Cundey, 7o, St. John’s Road, Balby ; 
Dover, F. C. Pain, 10, Lorne Road; DuL- 
WICH, D. S, Causer, 146, Denmark Hill, S.E.5; 
FrNCHLEY, W. Henshaw, 20, Holdenhurst 
Avenue, N.12 ; FoLKESTONE, C. F. Footner, 
20, Dover Road; GroucssrER, G. Cryer, 
Toc H, Community House, College Green ; 
Govan, D. A. Dewar, c/o Mrs. Allan, 88, 
Langside Avenue,  Langside, Glasgow ; 
Hurr Disrreict, G. C. Odling, 18, Salisbury 
Street ; Keston, R. V. B. Perkins, '* Squirrels," 
Forest Ridge, Keston Park ; KINGSTON AND 
Surpiron, L. Lodge, River View, Lower 
Ham Road, Kingston-on-Thames ; Knock, P. 
T. Rogers “ Denholm,” Stormont Park ; LAD- 
BROKE, A. A. Dancer, Ladbroke, Rugby; 
Lancaster, N. Wood, 72, Newsham Road; 
Lancing CorrEcg, E. V. T. Huddleston, 
Lancing College, Shoreham-by-Sea; LEFRDS 
University, J. A. Maund, Hostel of the 
Resurrection, Springfield Mount; Lewis- 
HAM, J. H. Atkins, 4o, Halesworth Road, 
S.E.13; Lowesrorr, R. G. Hussey, 283, 
London Road South, Kirkley, Lowestoft ; 
Lurcan, J. A. Ross, 19, Avenue Road; 
Marker Hansonouait, E. Miller, Kingsclere, 
Wartnaley Street; Mancnesrer, A. R. S. 
Dey, Mark IV, Vi&oria Park; MELTON 
Mowsray, W. E. Wilford, 44, Thorpe Road ; 
NORMANTON, F. Adams, 56, Village Street, 
Normanton, Derby; Norwicn, H. Bray, 
135, Beaconsfield Road; PECKHAM AND 
CAMBERWELL, D. B. Woollard, 175, Camberwell 
Grove, S.E.5; PErEnsoROUGH, C. Larman, 
Ger-y-don, Dogsthorpe Road;  RAINHAM, 
G. Cumberworth, 55, Ivy Street; Scar- 
BoROUGH, G. H. Booth, 2, Long Walk, 
Northétead; SrEAronp, W. F. Galloway, 
II, Watergate; SMALLHEATH, H. Toplis, 
34, Finnemore Road, Bordesley Green, Bir- 
mingham; SrAvELEy, R. J. Long, Green 
Garth, Staveley, Kendal ; Srroup, N. Gibson, 
20-21, Kendrick Street; Taunton, W. R. 
Maynard, Clifton Lodge, Cheddon Road; 
WLsALL, C. J. Chaplin, 7, Lichfield 
Road ; WATERLOO, K. P. Davies, “ La Quinta," 
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Waterloo, Liverpool  Overseas—Auflralia: 
BarLaRAT (Vic), H. E. Fawell, St. Aidan’s 
College; CLAREMONT (W.A.), H. Sadlier; 
GEELONG (Vic), E. Carmen, P.O. Box 115; 
GLENELG (S.A.) J. D. Walsh, 8, Sussex Street; 
GuiLprorp (W.A.), J. Leader, Hubert Street; 
Susiaco (W.A.), H. Fitch, 167, Rokeby 
Road; Vicrorta Park, H. Eager, Hubert 
Street. India: Bombay, K. G. Eapen, 
Y.M.C.A. Student Branch, Lamington Road; 
Mapnas, S. G. Harrison, Ocean Accident 
Guarantee Corp., Ltd, G.P.O. Box 123 
SECUNDERABAD, W. Trotter, c/o Y.M.C.A., 
Trimulgherry. RJodesía: Umtari, W. W. 
Smee, c/o Taylor & Nesbitt, Ltd., Umtali, 
S. Rhodesia. South Africa : Port ELIZADETH, 
L. R. Peverett, P.O. Box 291 ; PRETORIA, A. 
W. Cooke, Box zor. 

(c) Change of Secretary's Address : CHESTER- 
FIELD Secretary to 109, Brockwell Lane; 
Hackney Secretary to sb, Grand Parade, 
Harringay, N.4. ; Havirax Disrricr Secretary 
to ro, Craip-y-don Villas, Earls Heaton, 
Dewsbury; Harrier WiIntney Secretary 
to Heath Cottage, Hazcley Bottom, Hartley 
Wintney, near Basingstoke; PORTSMOUTH 
Secretary to “ The Palms," 10, Fordingbridge 
Road, East Southsea. Overseas—ustralia : 
KATANNING Secretary to Box 60, Katanning. 
South Africa: Western Province Secretary 
to Box 1549, Cape Town, 

(d) Corrections : Barn AND. Brisrou Dis- 
TRICT Secretary's address is Bishopston (not 
Bishopsgate); Canpirr DrsrRICT Secretary's 
address is 31 (40/28) Dispenser Street ; 
HAREHILLS should be in Leeds (so? Rother- 
ham and Mexboro’) District ; PRESTON Secre- 
tary is R. T. Porter (not Pater) of 66 (not 69) 
Frenchwood Street; REIGATE AND REDHILL 
Secretary’s address is Somers (7o? Dormers) 
Dene; WELLINGBOROUGH should be in 
Abington (so? Gainsborough) District. Over- 
seas.— Auflralia : ALBANY Secretary’s address 
is Earle (wo¢ Earl) Street ; WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 
Hon. Gen. Secretary’s address is at Perth. 
Canada : Moose Jaw (1929) should be a Branch 
(not a Group) ; Sr. James Secretary’s address is 
210, Hampton (sot 120, Hampden) Street. 
U.S.A. : New York Secretary's address is 
Room 756 (so? 75 b). 


NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


Owing 4o great pressure on Space, Branches and Groups are requested in future not ta contribute news 
unless of very outstanding general interest. 


London 


Ten of Ealing’s German friends were among 
the guests when CHELSEA and FULHAM 
combined to arrange a Western Diflrid Guest- 
night at which Barkis traced the origin of 
Toc H back to Bethlehem, on January 1o. 
FULHAM, progressing daily, have already 
outgrown their H.Q., and now mect at 
S. John’s Schools in Dawes Road, where 
they and the L.W.H. recently held a Guest- 
night at which Pat Leonard spoke. <A 
full programme for February, including as 
speakers Paul Slessor, Padre L. T. Maund, 
General Sir de la Poer Gough, and a rep- 
resentative of the Regnal League, has been 
arranged by MARK I. The problem of 
coping with Sunday night crowds at EAL- 
ING's new club has become quite serious, 
so successful is it. On Thursdays, a club 
for girls is also run by the L.W.H., as a 
counterpart to that on Wednesdays for lads. 
SOUTHALL’s Birthday, at which rations 
of loaves and “bully?” were dealt out to 
guests, was a source of encouragement to all 
through the cheering talk given by Appy. 

MARK II plied 8o children from neigh- 
bouring Streets with buns and tea and con- 
juring tricks at a very jolly Christmas party 
in December, and assisted the Gordon Hos- 
pital with their ordinary work and by selling 
Help Yourself Magazines. A Guest-night 
on January 9, at which Waldron Smithers 
was speaker and Tubby a listener, provided 
much food for constru&ive thought. The 
newly-formed Branch Dramatic Society hopes 
to make its debut in February. PUTNEY 
received their rushlight on January 7 from a 
member of EALING branch. At the sug- 
gestion and with the help of a local lady 
who was present at the L.W.H. Matinee, 
THAMES DITTON Grope prepared a 
Christmas Party for 100 poor kiddies, who 
enjoyed themselves quite riotously with all 
kinds of seasonable games and amusements 
on December 28. 


Federation 


The Northern Distrid enjoyed itself up- 
roariously at the first Guest-night of the New 
Year on January 3, every Branch and Group 
contributing to a very jolly programme. 
WOOD GREEN Stewarded and helped 
to arrange the Church Army’s Dinner at 
Christmas to 150 poor people, which they 
enlivened with songs and entertainment. 
A new Grope has been formed at HIGH- 
BURY under the wing of ISLINGTON 
Branch. The Northern Distri& Endowment 
Fund Effort, already swelled by proceeds 
from “ The Farmer’s Wife’? by the Northern 
Polytechnic Dramatic Society, and from a 
Whist Drive by ENFIELD, will benefit 
still further by a production of “ The Pelican ” 
by the Drama League on March 12 and 13. 
Tickets from T. Howson Russell,61, Creighton 
Avenue, Muswell Hill. 

The Poor Man’s Lawyer and Enquiry 
Centre run in “ The Hailey” in connection 
with MARK VII has now been opened for 
some weeks. The Spring Guestnight pro- 
gramme of the Branch includes an interesting 
series on the State and Social Work. 

The great L.C.C. County Hall across 
Westminster Bridge is now the scene of an 
enthusiastic Toc H Circle of 17 or 18, who 


have already accomplished a number of 


personal tasks and are now definitely com- 
missioned by staff organisations to welcome 
newcomers and acquaint them with the various 
social, educational, savings and other societies 
in existence. 

In the Southern  Difirii, CROYDON, 
COULSDON and CARSHALTON have been 


hived off as a new sub-district, while John 
Stout is at present district secretary, TOOT- 
ING, as a corporate job, assist a blind man 
in difficulties, by checking his accounts and 
business in turn. A Christmas Party was 


given by NORWOOD Toc H and L.W.H. 
to several aged, poor, and infirm men and 
women of the distri& recently. 
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South-Eastern Area 


The Seventh Birthday Festival of TUN- 
BRIDGE WELLS during the second weck- 
end in January was marked on Saturday 
by an Old Folks’ Feed which gave pleasure 
equally to guests and helpers. The Mayor 
and Gilbert Wiliams were both present 
and spoke, the latter celebrating next morning 
and preaching later in the day at St. Mark’s. 
Padres Brooke, Reade, and Field conducted 
the Rededication Service, which was followed 
by an address in which Viscount Goschen 
emphasised the spiritual power and value 
of Toc H in bridging the chasms of tumult 
and Strife. In the passing over of Norman 
Pickering, the Branch loses one of its earliest 
members, whose talents, courtesy, and com- 
mon-sense, through Toc H, were worthily 
used in the endeavour to solve social 
and religious problems. On December 19, 
Tubby, after preaching at a Toc H Thanks- 


College, appealing to the audience to read 
more about Toc H so that they might in 
reality see it as a world-wide, and not merely 
a local, movement. The initial enthusiasm 
of WADHURST, whose Rushlight was 
presented by Gilbert Williams, has been 
still further increased by a very wide pro- 
gramme of talks ranging from the Youth 
Movement in Canada to Oil-Wells in the 
United States. Sick people are cared for by 
the Group and a boys’ club is run, while 
among other recent activities have been an 
old clothing store and a Christmas Carol 
Party. A very fine banner has been em- 
broidered and presented by a local friend 
of Toc Hand her daughter. CANTERBURY 
gave a great Christmas party to sixty young- 
sters from the City Council Schools on the last 
day of the year. Members went to RAINHAM 
for the Dedication of their Danner, and to 


giving Service, talked at EASTBOURNE-*HYTHE on the opening of thcir rooms. 


Eastern Area 


The arrangements for the Summer Con- 
ference at IPSWICH on May 31 and June 1, 
during which all meetings will be held at the 
Y.M.C.A., Prince’s Street, have now been 
approved, and include Barkis as speaker on 
Saturday night, Family Prayers with Pat 
Leonard on Sunday morning and a sermon 
by him in the evening, with the conference 
proper at 2 in the afternoon. 

“ Experiences as a Prisoner of War among 
the Turks," “ A Trip in a North Sea Fishing 
Trawler,” and “The Progress of Clacton," 
were three subjects which have provided 
very out-of-the-ordinary Guest-nights at 
CLACTON recently. Toc H and L.W.H. 
were represented on the Committee of the 
Poor People’s Christmas Gifts Fund, and a 
joint party gave a happy concert evening to 
the old folk at Tending Institute and another 
at the Hospital, besides distributing a hundred 
parcels to poor children. Several members 
have taken part in a Nativity Play, “ The 
Hope of the World" NORWICH con- 
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cluded a successful old ycar with a cheerful 
supper party, and on Januaty 9 arranged 
another for 100 of the poor children of the 
city. House-to-house collections for the 
Deaf and Dumb have been undertaken. 
ABINGDON, too, shared their satisfaction 
at securing a permanent room by arranging 
a party for 180 poor kiddies. 

Pat Leonard is visiting ST. ALBANS on 
March 11, for a Padres’ Conference at 2.30 p.m. 
followed by a Distri& Guestnight, and Tubby 
will be at HERTFORD on April 8 for the 
East Hertfordshire District Guestnight. HAR- 
PENDEN, following Padre Watkins’ visit in 
December, have met with some success in 
enrolling Builders and had the pleasure of 
entertaining some of them at their rooth 
meeting recently. 

The Lord Mayor of NORWICH has kindly 
offered to take the chair at a mecting to be held 
at the Strangers’ Hall, Norwich, on Wednesday, 
February 26, at which Paul Slessor will speak 
on the necessity of enrolling Builders. 


East Midlands and Lincs Area 


The prospects of a Mark for DERBY in 
the near future have brightened very much 
lately with an anonymous gift of £5,000, 
£3,000 of which is to be reserved as an 
endowment for a part-time Padre, and the 
remaining £2,000 to go towards the House. 
During the weck April 7 to 13, Pat Leonard 
will tour the Arca with a District Guest-night 
fixed for every evening, and many other 
items to fill the remaining hours of the day. 
LEICESTER are organising a Pancake- 
Grease on Shrove Tuesday this year, for 
which one entry from each unit is invited. 
Afterwards, Gilbert Williams will speak. 

By carol-singing at Christmas, ANSTEY 
raised £15 for the Old People’s and Cripples’ 
Outing. BELGRAVE had a very interesting 
Guest-night recently when a frequent visitor 
to the Old House spoke to them on * An 
Outsider’s View of Toc FL^' 200 children of 
unemployed parents were entertained by 
CARLTON Toc H and L. N.H. on Christmas 
Day, when there was a tca and concert, 
supplemented by home-going presents. A 
party of L.W.H. from Leicester, under the 
leadership of Peter of MARK XI, were the 
principal actors in a short play based on the 


life of St. Francis, which was a source of 
much enjoyment to COALVILLE. On 
December 10, the representatives of the 
latter Branch, who had visited the Birthday 
Festival in London, held a Guest-night on 
their own for the benefit of those less for- 
tunate, while the following week there was 
an instructive talk on “The Romance of 
the Knights of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem." HINCKLEY’S new Lamp was 
dedicated in the Parish Church on December 17. 
There was a most inspiring service and 
sermon by Padre Dixon in the Baptist Chapel, 
followed by a cheery Guest-night, on the 
occasion of the first birthday of IBSTOCK. 
A concert at Market Bosworth Union was a 
great success. LOUGHBOROUGH, too, 
gave a concert at their Poor Law Institution 
in December. Two talks on Germany 
greatly interested NOTTINGHAM. recently. 
Their Annual Dance and first two Whist 
Drives were hugely attended, while on the 
job side, the Sunday Night Club is being 
regularly crowded. WIGSTON gave a 
gigantic tea to 200 kiddies for the New 
Year, and afterwards amused them with 
singing and conjuring. 


W est M idlands Area 


MOSELEY entered officially into possession 
of their premiscs on November 26 with a 
Sausage and Mash Supper, which was pre- 
ceded by a short service with Reevo, and 
followed by a Guest-night with a talk on 
Russia. MARK VI, too, celebrated thcir 
Birthday by a supper three days later and 
by talks from Padre Leggatt and Oojaf. A 
new Grope is well under way at WARLEY 
WOODS. On January 9, SOHO received 
from Reevo their new Rushlight, which 
formerly belonged to HANDSWORTH, 
whose lamp was dedicated at St. Mary’s 


on December 30. It has been found impossi~ 
ble to get suitable premises for one large 
Sunday evening club in Birmingham, so that 
various small district clubs are to be attempted 
for the time being. There was a large 
gathering of members, probationers, and 
friends at the first Annual Dinner of HAR- 
BORNE Branch on January 10. 

'The Warwickshire District held its quarterly 
Guest-night at RUGBY on January 14, 
when the proceedings were opened with a 


supper, followed by talks from the Birmingham 
Distri& Pilot, the Area Padre and others. 


Yorkshire Council and Northern Areas 


Several members of REDCAR Group 
travelled across to STOCKTON to see Pat 
Leonard as a film operator and to make 


themselves useful by providing musical 
accompaniment. Pat talked too, and Sam 


Dawes and Bill Galing were present to hear 
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nim, as well as many more trom SOUTH 
BANK, GRANGETOWN and DORMANS- 
TOWN. WEST SHEFFIELD are again 
giving cinema shows in several local Hos- 
pitals this winter with the proje&or purchased 
by the Branch, which is manned by two or 
three members each night. For the benefit 
of members unable to attend the Birthday 
Festival in London, representatives of 
ROTHERHAM, RAWMARSH and PARK- 


GATE, MEXBOROUGH and DON. 
CASTER, participated in a service in Rother- 
ham Parish Church, led by the Vicar, 
who was welcomed ata conference afterwards, 

Reports at their Sixth Annual Meeting on 
January 17 showed SOUTH SHIELDS 
Branch to be in a very healthy state, with 
an average attendance of 31 at thcir weekly 
meetings, which aim at being cducational 
as well as attractive and pay. 


North- W estern Àrea 


An Industrial Tour for 24 Public School 
boys from Shrewsbury, Sedbergh, Aldenham, 
Giggleswick and Ellesmere, which terminated 
with a Gueést-night at MARK XIV, was 
held on January 13 and 14. 

On January 22 MANCHESTER Distri& 
held a Distri€t Guest-night at the Chorlton- 
on-Medlock Town Hall, All Saints, which 
was most successful, over 400 members and 
guests being present, and the Guest of the 
evening being Alec Paterson who was listened 
to with enthusiasm. Gropes have been 
started at CHEETHAM and ROCHDALE. 
SALFORD PDistri& are running a District 
Guest-night at Mark XIV on February 11 
when Owen Watkins will be the speaker, 
and Gropes have been started at WORSLEY 
and LYMM, ALTRINCHAM Branch com- 
pleted in time for Christmas the big corporate 
job of equipping the local hospital with 
Wireless, on which they have been working 
for some months ; 74 beds have been fitted 
with headphones and the set was officially 
switched on by the Mayor of Altrincham 
on December 21. 

STOCKPORT have been going rather 
outside their District into South Cheshire 
where Gropes have bcen formed at CREWE, 
KNYPERSLEY, and ENDON, while nearer 
at handa Grope has been started at CHEADLE. 
BOLTON Branch has now moved into its 


new headquarters in the centre of the town, 
FARNWORTH received their Rushlight-on 
January 7 when Sawbones (Area Padre) 
was present and seven new members were 
initiated. They are making steady progress 
and assisted the local townspeople with a 
dinner to 1,200 children on Christmas Day. 
By the time this is in print we hope Michael 
Westropp, who has already paid many visits 
to the Distri&t, will have taken up his residence 
in LIVERPOOL as Distri& Pilot. 
Westmorland Distriét are looking forward 
to their Distri& Guest-night on February 12, 
at Kendal, when Owen Watkins will be the 
Guest of the evening, BARROW Group 
has been doing some good pioneer work 
resulting in a Grope at WHITEHAVEN and 
contaéts at DALTON and ULVERSTON, 
KENDAL Branch have associated themselves 
with a scheme for sending poor school girls 
into farms for a month's holiday and, in con- 
junction with the Y.W.C.A., have organised 
a “Social Hour” for keeping young people 
off the streets on Sunday nights. A Grope 
has been started at the village of ENDMOOR. 
STAVELEY raised nearly £30 for St. 
Dunstan's as the result of carol singing, and 
WINDERMERE Branch are already receiving 
“repeat”? bookings for their Boys’ Camp, 
which is proof that last summer's venture 
was appreciated by the 300 boys taken. 


Western Area 


SHERBORNE report the holding of their 
Annual Children’s Treat, the distribution of 
an appeal for the local Hospital Extension, 
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and the organisation of a Carol Party to raise 
funds for local charities. WEYMOUTH 
vocalists also turned out as a Carol Party on 


behalf of the Mayor’s Christmas Fund besides 
holding a Children’s Christmas Party. 
YEOVIL organised and carried through a 
house-to-house colle&ion in December for 
the Somerset Flooded Areas Fund, by which 


they were enabled to hand over to the Mayor 
the sum of nearly £130. Projets in hand 
include a St. Dungtan’s Collection, Rover 
Scouts, and the organisation of a football 
team for boys between sixteen and eighteen. 


W ales 


The chief item of interest last month was 
the first Welsh Festival, held on January 18. 
In addition to the usual service, Wales was 
assembling to do honour to the memory of 
its first Chairman, Sir Sidney Byass, Bart. 
The first part of the programme took part in 
Llandaff Cathedral. A special service (in 
large measure drawn up by the Cardiff Branch 
Secretary) was composed for the occasion, the 
outstanding feature being the Blessing and 
Dedication of the Lamp of Maintenance for 
Wales, given in memory of Sir Sidney Byass by 
the members of Toc H and L.W.H. in the 
principality. ‘This ceremony was performed 
by the Archbishop of Wales, a President of 
Toc H in Wales, and the Silver Lamp carried 
by Sir Geoffrey Byass, son of Sir Sidney, and 
the present Chairman. The Welsh Banner, 
given by Lady Byass in memory of her husband, 
was carried by one of the PONTYPRIDD 
members—Pontypridd being the Junior unit 
in Wales, born, in fa&, the night before. 


Grand Light was taken by Padre T. M. Hughes; 
of Cardiff Branch, and the Lamps and Rush- 
lights of Wales took part in the ceremony. 

(The Lesson was read by the Bishop of 
Llandaff, a Vice-President, and a very forceful 
address was given by the Dean of Llandaff. 
Some six Padres of Toc H took part in the 
service. There was a very large congregation 
and members from all over Wales turned up in 
force. Afterwards they adjourned to St. John’s 
Schools, Cardiff, where a buffet supper was 
served, and were then entertained by the 
Toc H Players, who gave a really admirable 
show—“ The Sea Urchins.’’? Paul Slessor 
made a short oration before the play, and again 
visited CARDIFF Branch onSunday afternoon, 
where a small family gathering was held. 

PONTYPRIDD Group was inaugurated on 
January 17, when about a dozen members 
were initiated, and the ceremony was carried 
out by Higgon, Paul Slessor, and the new 
Area Pilot—Wynne Jones. 


Scotland 


The Toc H Week in GLASGOW, ordered 
by the Scottish Executive Council from 
January 6 to 12, was based on the following 
ambitious programme: Monday, L.W.H. 
Guest-night with representatives from 
EDINBURGH, GOVAN and POLLOK ; 
Tuesday, Carnival and Treat to 5o necessitous 
kiddies by eight Toc H “ Uncles”; Wed- 
nesday, Open Guest-night at the Boys’ Club in 
a slum-clearance; Thursday, Public Meeting 
with representatives of half-a-dozen youth 
movements on the platform ; Friday, Crippled 
Kids’ Parlour, and treat to Blind and Crippled 
Children at Woodburn House; Saturday, 
Sawbones speaking at a Distri& Guest-night 
with members from GLASGOW, GOVAN, 
POLLOK, IRVINE, and HAMILTON; 


Sunday, Dedication of the Lamp of Govan 
Branch, and afterwards a Broadcast Appeal 
by the Earl of Howe. Pollok ran a smoking 
concert for the local unemployed, and their 
concert party visited Ralston Hospital. The 
Group has also started a Reading Room in 
the local library. 

On Wednesday evenings, the new rooms 
of the DUNDEE Group are occupied by the 
clubs for Cripple and Mentally Defeétive 
Boys, who are trained in basketwork and 
handicrafts by members. The Boys’ Club 
is now firmly established and 70 boys assemble 
weekly, many of whom were the guests of 
the Branch on Christmas Eve. Many more 


wireless sets have been installed in the homes 
of the blind. 
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Ireland : Northern Section 


LURGAN entertained 218 boys to dinner 
on Christmas Day, while ARMAGH con- 
centrated on presents, and CARRICK- 
FERGUS arranged a football match for Belfast 
Newsboys and an entertainment for their 
own club boys on Boxing Day. BELFAST 
welcomed a party from the Reformatory 
the week before Christmas, and at their New 


News from Overseas 


Year’s Meeting had as guest Mr. Richard 
Kimber from Bucks, who was to initiate 
Young Farmer’s Clubs, and was followed 
the next week by Herr Mundhenk, the firg 
German guest. ORANMORE, one of the 
four flourishing Belfast Gropes, is taking a 
practical interest in the work of the Balmoral 
Industrial School. 


Branches and Groups 


AUSTRALIA 


ROCKHAMPTON (Queensland) Group 
waded in and helped the local Orphanage 
kiddies in due and proper observance of the 
Feast of Guy Fawkes, and report has it that the 
members of the “ human zoo” enjoyed it as 
much as the children. The same Group is 
following the trail of many others in that they 
have a week-end camp in mind. The Rotar- 
jans in Rockhampton are giving generous 
financial help towards the rent of the meeting 
room of the Toc H family there. BOONAH, 
another Queensland unit, has just had its first 
birthday and passed its evening with a 
happy blending of the purposes of Toc H 
and a rededication, song, and spontaneous 
cheerfulness. From SYDNEY (N.S.W.) 
comes the rough outline of the Australian 
Festival to be held there next April and May. 
From the foundations being laid one can 
easily imagine that next year’s Festival will 
be one rich in interest and enthusiasm and will 
be a great benefit to Toc H in the Mother 
State. In Vitoria we have had the Federal 
Council meeting in MELBOURNE, when 
all States were personally represented. From 
their deliberations much will come to fruition 
towards the Strengthening and unifying of 
Toc H in Australia. It is an outstanding 
feature of all such Federal gatherings, whether 
on the administrative or on the operative 
family side, that all ideas of States and bound- 
aries simply evaporate into thin air. The 
presence of several delegates from distant 
parts of Australia was also a happy coincidence 
with the return of His Excellency Lord 
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Somers from furlough in England. The 
Family welcomed His Excellency home at 
a combined Guestnight of the city and 
suburban units. Both WARRNAMBOOL 
and GEELONG have celebrated their annual 
rededications during the month. In Tas- 
mania the outstanding feature was the State 
Birthday Festival at HOBART, at which 
function the Branch there received the Shoo- 
bridge Lamp which was lit for the first time 
in Perth (W.A.) last May. Padre Ted David- 
son of the Federal Staff went over from the 
mainland and joined in the festivities in Hobart 
and afterwards made a tour of the other units 
in the Island State. Four car loads of mem- 
bers from Launceston and two similar ones 
from the coastal Groups motored down to 
the Capital to represent their units and have 
their Rushlights rekindled from the flame of 
the new Lamp in Hobart. South Australia is 
to have the 1931 Australian Festival, and 
the latest news from the  Adclaide H.Q. 
indicates that even 18 months ahead they 
have started with their plans. MANNUM 
Group on the Murray River held a notable 
evening to mark their second mile pos 
recently, and it was not least exciting for those 
who motored back to Adelaide at a maximum 
speed of 15 m.p.h. The car they used was 
older that the Mannum Group by—well 
several years! BLACKWOOD recently en- 
joyed a le&ure from a member of Sir Douglas 
Mawson’s staff on his first Antarctic Expedi- 
tion. The latest addition to the South 
Australian Family is MOUNT BARKER, and 


as there is another Family at Mount Barker 
in West Australia care will have to be taken 
now to distinguish them, 

In West Australia PERTH held a rededica- 
tion and Guest-night, at which two of the 
farthest flung Groups in the State, KAL- 
GOORLIE and KATANNING were repre- 
sented, His Excellency Sir William Campion, 
ever a tower of strength in State and Federal 
circles of Toc H, was in the chair. From his 
address it is gratifying to learn that Toc H 


in the Western State, as in others, is per- 
meating the Boy Scout Movement, and pro- 
viding, or helping to provide, Scouters of che 
right type. The question of the size of a 
Branch is one that occurs frequently, and wc 
hear that GUILDFORD have been thinking 
it out solidly lately, so that it may not be long 
ere we hear of some of them pioncering again 
in their fruitful field of the Swan distri. 
The SUBIACO Group recently lost Padre 
Bird who has gone to South Australia. 


NEW ZEALAND 


WELLINGTON initiated no fewer than 
25 new members during 1929, and with this 
larger membership show a far wider record 
of work, with noteworthy contacts at the 
Boys’ Probation and S. Mary's Homes. 
33 boys were entertained at the Toc H Schools 
Holiday Camp at Oyster Bay and this number 
will be increased to 45 in 1930. The Schools 
Section is now divided into Wireless, First 
Aid, and Concert Groups, each busy with 


SOUTH 

On Saturday, December 7, the Eastern 
Province Birthday Festival commenced with 
the dedication of the Provincial Lamp in 
Holy Trinity Church at an impressive and 
not easily forgotten service. Banners and 
representatives of ADDO, ADELAIDE, 
ALICE, COOKHOUSE, EAST LONDON, 
FORT BEAUFORT, GRAHAMSTOWN, 
KEISKAMA HOEK, KING WILLIAM'S 
TOWN, PORT ELIZABETII, SOMERSET 
EAST and CRADOCK formed a long pro- 
cession down the aisle, and swelled the great 
congregation which heard Padre Sutton's 
address on Toc H as a method and a spirit. 


social service in its own way. Jobs have 
been done for the War Relief and Returned 
Soldiers’ Associations, the Levin Orphanage 
the St. Peter’s Mission, and the Red Cross 
Society, and 30 cadets from the German 
cruiser Ezden have been entertained at a 
Guest-night with mutual enjoyment and 
benefit. Sir Alexander Roberts was the chief 
speaker at the very successful Birthday 
Festival in December. 


AFRICA 

There followed a supper at which roo Toc H, 
L.W.H., and guests sat down, and later still 
a social when the chief speakers were Colonel 
Page, the local President, and Ronnie 
Grant. 

ADELAIDE have recently sent a number 
of poor school children to the seaside, a job 
necessitating the making of mattresses, which 
was undertaken by a work party. Two 
funerals of friendless fellows have been 
attended and, among other jobs, a widow's 
furniture removed. One of the many results 
of Grantibus' visit was the formation of a 
Group of L.W.H. 


CEYLON 


Forty-one more Little Brothers arrived 
on the Arousay on November 2, visited 
North Camp as usual, had tea at the B.S. 
and S.L, and then, in view of expected rain 
which failed to materialise, were entertained 
at the movies till it was time to return to the 


ship. A drive round for some of the personnel 
of five homeward-bound submarines was 
arranged on November 30, and by courtesy 
of the Ceylon Amateur Dramatic Club 
seventy tickets for one of their productions 
were sent on board. 
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CANADA 


About 150 were present at the Grand Light 
of the Birthday Festival of ST. JAMES, 
WINNIPEG Branch. After this, a crazy 
show was presented, which put the audience 
in a good humour for the party and dancing 
which followed. On Sunday there was 
Corporate Communion at All Saints’ Church, 
Padre Ragg celebrating, and in the evening 
the Lamp was sent to one of the oldest 
Anglican churches in the city. 

September saw the starting of the MARK II 
(CO, TORONTO, winter programme with 
Padre Les Bickley visiting them for 11 days 
en route for Australia, via England. Other 
recent speakers include Rev. Ward-Waite 
on “The Maritime Provinces,” Professor 


R. S. Knox on “ Art and Morality,” Captain 
John T. Randall of the I’m Alone giving a 
few wrinkles on rum-running, and Padre 
“Nick” (W. J. Nicholson) on his work 
with the Jewish Mission. At the Birthday 
Festival on Saturday, December 7, a crowd 
of 120 met at St. Albans Cathedral Chapter 
House for the ceremony, when Padre Lusk, 
of Ridgefield, Conn., U.S.A., was to speak, 
but was unfortunately prevented. Rev. Dr. 
W. H. Sedgewick, however, deputised and 
gave an excellent address. Corporate Com- 
munion in the Cathedral on Sunday morning 
preceded a concluding Toc H service in the 
afternoon when Padre Lusk gave a brilliant 
address on the duty confronting Toc H. 


IRAQ 


Following a decision that mectings of the 
BAGHDAD-HINAIDI Group should take 
place alternately at Hinaidi and elsewhere, 
the Christmas festival was held at the Y.M.C.A. 
Briliant sunshine made Badminton, basket- 
ball, tennis, and boating possible, and these 


were followed by a dinner and musical evening. 
Fifteen nations were represented at the Christ- 
mas morning service. At the close of the 
meeting on the last evening of the year, a 
Watchnight Service was held in the Lounge 
by Padre Ogilvie, 
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